

.. Iraq orders amnesty for fugitives 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s ruling Revolutionary Command Cou- 
ncil (RCC) ordered an a mne sty for all Iraqi fugitives from justice 
under a decree published Wednesday.. The order covers members 
banned -political' parties and groups who have ''committed 
activities agamstthe homeland and the revolution.” It said people 
included in the amnesty .puist report to the authorities within 30 
days from Feb. 1 1, while fugitives abroad should report to Iraqi 
embassies within 6Q days. The order named the banned A1 Daawa 
(The Call) group, which has been accused by the government of 
subversive activities, including bomb attacks against official bui- 
ldings in the past few years. A1 Daawa* has been seeking Irani an- 
style Islamic, fundamentalist rule' in Iraq.- The order did not na me 
any other parties, but said it included all members of organisations 
and groups “which worked for the interest of Iran and regimes 
allied with it.” -' 



QAIA to have tourist office 

AMMAN (Petra) — A tourisi information office will be openeJ 
at the Oueen Alia International Airpon ('.JA1A) on Saturday, 
according to a decision made by Minister of Culture. Tourism and 
Antiquities and Acting Minister of informal ion Taher Hikmut. 
The acting director of the Tourism Authority. Mohammad Rafiq 
A1 Laham. said Wednesday the olficc will he manned b> emp- 
loyees of the Ministry of Culture. Tourism and Antiquities, a 
policeman and representatives of the associations of hotel owners 
and travel and tourism agents. The office will prn\ ide tourists w it h 
all information they require including maps and pamphlets, he 
said. The office, which will be open 24 hours, will also help tourists 
on hotel reservations, he said. Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airlines, 
and the Civil Aviation Authority helped establish the office, he 
said. 
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Bomb found at 
Cypriot firm 
trading with Israel 

LIMASSOL (R) — • Police def- 
used a bomb Wednesday outside 
the offices of a shipping company 
trading with Israej. police sources 
said. A bag containing explosives 
was found Tuesday night outside 
the offices of the Shoham Com- 
pany arid police sealed off a sec- 
tion of the Limassol seafront road. 
Shoham is Cypriot-owned but 
trades with Israel. Four years ago, 
a man threw a hand-grenade into 
the Shoham offices, causing dam- 
age but no injuries. 

i • 

Kaunda attacks U.S. 
policy on S.Africa 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Zambian 
• President Kenneth Kaunda Wed- 
nesday condemned U.S. policy 
' towards South Africa and warned 

... that it could lead to an explosion 
•. that would make ihe French rev- 
olution look like a picnic. Mr. 

- Kaunda. on a two-day state visit to 

v- Sweden, told a news conference 
• ... that only the West, and especially 
: the United States, could avert dis- 

aster in South Africa. He said that 
if the Reagan administration con- 
tinued its policy of “constructive 
engagement" towards South Afr- 
Hcd' BOD rtf ica ' ^ retor ’ a wou, d only agree to 
. ^ ^cosmetic changes in its apartheid 
.itAUrd ■▼system of racial segregation. 

18 kilted in 
~ Sri Lankan clash 


- COLOMBO (R) — Four soldiers 
and 14 separatist guerrillas were 
• ■ - killed in a fierce battle in a village 
on Sri. Laqka’a rirortheast;- coast, 
official sources said. The battle., 
■■■' • which raged for more than .five 
T hours, started when a large group 
' of guerrillas attacked a military 
. - detachment at Kokkillai. they 
- said. The guerrillasore.fightingjbr 
a separate state for minonty 
' Tamils. 


Top Torkish party 
J activists acquitted 

' J ANKARA (AP) — A martial law 
<f court on Wednesday acquitted the 
■ v leaders of the now-defunct Mus- 
lim fundamentalist National Sal- 
-fH vaifon Parry on charges of att- 
empting to set up an Islamic rep- 
ublic in Turkey. The acquittal of 
Necmeitin Erbakan, a former 
deputy premier and chairman of 
the Salvation Party, and 22 other 
leaders of the party came after a 
' retrial, in a first trial which ended 
in Feb. 1983, the court had sen- 
.. tenced Mr. Erbakan to four years 
in prison following a conviction 
for“antr-scculai" activities. 




.*.■ Indian spy case judge 

■ gets armed guard 

v NEW DELHI (R) — The mag- 
. , istrate investigating a major Ind- 
* V ian espionage scandal was given 
an armed guard Wednesday after 
• receiving a death threat, the Press 
'• 1. Trust of todia (FT 1 ) said. lt 
' *. armed gourds had been posted ai 
the homeof Bharat B hush an and 
others accompanied him on his 
journey to work. Mr. B hush an and 
the prosecution counsel in the case 
received death threats by letter 
f Tuesday. PTI quoted the letter as 

■ saying Mr. Bhushan would be kfl- 

t'h® 4 led ifhedid not release suspects in 

the case. 
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‘Some progress' made in King-Araf^)talks ? Reagan says 

Hikmat: Jordan-FLO accord 
‘historic chance for U.S. action’ 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian-Paiestinian agr- 
eement on a “formula for common action” 
to revitalise the peace process has provided 
the United States with “an historic opp- 
ortunity” to press for a settlement to the 
Arab- Israeli conflict, Acting Information 
Minister Taher Hikmat said Wednesday. 


Mr. Hikmat. briefing two vis- 
iting U3. congressmen (See page 
2), said the agreement announced 
Monday was one of the several 
recent developments which “pro- 
vide the United States the historic 
opportunity to intervene with all 
its weight to achieve a just set- 
tlement to secure Palestinian 
rights.” 

Mr. Hikmat. who is also Minr 
ister of Culture. Tourism and Ant- 
iquities. warned that “the con- 
tinuation of the current situation 
(in the Middle East) would lead to 
great confrontations and would 
reflect negatively on stability and 
UR. interests in the area." the 
Jordanian News Agency. Petra, 
reported. 

The news agency quoted him as 
saying the recent positive dev- 
elopments included the U.S.- 
Soviet agreement to hold' policy 


level consultations on the Middle 
East and Jordan’s call — sup- 
ported by Arab countries — for 
the convening of an internal ional 
Middle East peace conference 
with the participation of all parties 
involved in the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict. 

The Kingdom’s call was rej- 
ected by Israel and the United Sta- 
tes which oppose the participation 
of the Soviet Union and the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in any future Middle East 
peace talks. 

U.S. officials recently argued 
that the participation of the Soviet 
Union in Middle East peace talks 
would be an "obstacle" and that it 
was “impossible" for ihe U.S. to 
reach an agreement with the Sov- 
iet Union on the Middle East. 

The State Department ann- 
ounced Wednesday that U.S.- 


Soviet talks on Middle East will 
begin Tuesday. 

In Washington, President' Rea- 
gan said Wednesday some pro- 
gress in the Middle East peace 
process have been made in talks 
this week between King Hussein 
and Mr. Arafat. 

President Reagan, asked about 
the Jordanian-Paiestinian accord 
as he left for a holiday in Cal- 
ifornia. told reporters: “The little 
we know about it. it seems as if 
some progress had been made.” 
He added: “ We are being opt- 
imistic about it." 

The American president, who 
completed talks Tuesday with 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, that 
focused on the Middle East peace 
process, is to meet Egyptian Pre- 
sident Mubarak next month and 
Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid in April. 

Presidenr Reagan's comments 
on the Amman agreement seemed 
to be more upbeat than the official 
reaction by the U.S. State Dep- 
artment Tuesday. 

On Tuesday White House spo- 
kesmen gave a cautious end- 
orsement to the Jordanian- 
Paiestinian agreement as Pre- 
sident Reagan and King Fahd held 
talks on Middle East peace pro-, 
spects. 

“Any declared intention to pur- 
sue a peaceful settlement of the 


Middle East conflict would be a 
constructive step." said spo- 
kesman Larry Speakes. “ h is cru- 
cial. however, that the settlement 
be pursued at the table in direct 
negotiations, based on United 
Nations Security Council Res- 
olution 242." 

The resolution, adopted after 
the 1967 Arab-Tsraeli war. rec- 
ognises Israel's right to exist wit- 
hin secure borders and calls for a 
peace agreement based on the 
return of Arab territories occ- 
upied by Israel in the conflict. 

“If the discussions in Amman 
help move the parties to the neg- 
otiating table it is a welcomed 
development." Mr. Speakes said. 
But he added that the U.S. had not 
seen all the details of the agr- 
eement reached by King Hussein 
and Mr. Arafat. 

Israel, which carried out an inv- 
asion of Lebanon in 19S2 which 
led to the massacre of hundreds of 
Palestinian and Lebanese civilians 
m the Sabra and Shatila refugee 
camps, by Israeli-backed Leb- 
anese militias, refuses to hold dir- 
ect negotiations with the PLO. 

“King Fahd has urged the Uni- 
ted States to act ' more vigorously' 
in the Middle East but U.S. policy 
is to hold back until Jordan and 
the PLO an-ange for direct neg- 
otiations with Israel." the Ass- 
ociated Press quoted Mr. Speakes 
(Continued on page 2) 


Bern and Junblatt pose 
hew challenge to cabinet 


BEIRUT (R)-— Lebanon’s gov- 
ernment. preparing for a major 
testof its authority as Israel starts 
its pullout- from the south, faced a 
new challenge Wednesday as two 
key Muslim leaders boycotted a 
crisis cabinet meeting. 

Sources close to ShPite 1 Muslim 
leader Nabih Berri said he was 
staying away because of dis- 
satisfaction with the pace of gov- 
ernment action, but would attend 
when it worked “seriously" 

Political analysts said Mr. Bern 
blamed Christians in the cabinet, 
who are effectively led by Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel. for blo- 
cking swift solutions to a host of 
pressing problems. 

As well as trying to extend army 
control to the south as Israel 
starts its three-stage withdrawal. 
■the government faces a growing 
financial crisis and collapse of the 
Lebanese pound as confidence 
wanes in its ability to tackle eco- 
nomic problems. 

Also. absent was Walid J unblart. 
head of the Mainly- Druze Pro- 
gressive Socialist Party, who has 
boycotted the cabinet for months 


saying he fears to come to Beirut 
and cannot work with Mr. Gem- 
ayel. 

Ministerial sources said Mr. 
Gemayel told the meeting that 
positive developments were tak-' 
ing place to stabilise the pound, 
which has fallen by 50 per cent, 
against the dollar this year. 

Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
said after the three-hour session 
that the cabinet would meet again 
Thursday with labour rep- 
resentatives present to tackle the 
economic crisis. 

Mr. Gemayel and Mr. Karami 
_ last week accused all sectarian mil- 
itias of robbing state funds and 
blocking efforts to restore rev- 
enues by establishing state control 
over ports, roads and Utilities. 

Their comments brought a ple- 
dge from the Falangist Parly, 
which controls the “Lebanese 
Forces" militia, to save Lebanon 
from collapse by“renderingtothe 
state what is the state’s." 

The “Lebanese Forces” control 
the booming illegal port of Jou- 
nieh, north of Beirut, and tax tra- 
ffic on the coast road to Tripoli 


Fahd, Weinberger hold 
taihs oh Sahdt arms needs 


WASHINGTON (R) — King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia discussed 
his country’s arms requests with 
Defence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger Wednesday but U.S. def- 
ence sources said no new weapons 
sales would be approved now. 

U.S. officials said the two met 
for more than an hour at the Saudi 
embassy residence as the king con- 
tinued a round of meetings on his 
five-day state visit to Washington. 
But the officials would not dis- 
close details of the meeting. 

Defence sources said it was tho- 
ught that King Fahd brought Mr. 
Weinberger up to date on Saudi 
arms needs, which include a req- 
uest for 40 F-l 5 fighters and air- 
to-air missiles, and that the talks 
covered broad Middle East sec- 
urity issues and the Arab- Israeli 
peace process as welL 

Bui arms sales to Saudi Arabia 
are not a live issue for now. off- 
icials noted, with the Reagan 
administration putting under rev- 
iew its entire Middle East security 
policy. 

When the question of new arms 
does come up. Congress may balk, 
arguing that selling more F-l Ss to 


Saudi Arabia could touch off ano- 
ther Middle East arms race. The 
Saudis had previously purchased 
60 of the advanced jets. 

Israel has also expressed con- 
cern over a Saudi sale, saying that 
if more weapons go to the Arabs it 
would also need new U.S. arms to 
maintain the area's military bal- 
ance — arms which its strained 
economy could not easily afford. 

King Fahd on Wednesday also 
met Treasury Secretary James 
Baker. He conferred on Monday 
and Tuesday with President Rea- 
gan. Secretary of State George 
Shultz and other senior officials. 

Mr. Reagan, commenting on 
the Fahd talks as he left Was- 
hington for a vacation in Cal- 
ifornia Wednesday, said "it was a 
worthwhile visit for both countries 
and for both heads of state." 

Seeming to back a Saudi arms 
bid. Mr. Reagan said in welcoming 
King Fahd on Monday that the 
Iran-Iraq war was raging only a 
few minutes by air from his cou- 
ntry. and added: “We will coo- 
perate with Saudi Arabia to ens- 
ure the integrity of your border.” 


Resistance 
commandos 
storm SLA 
base, nab 12 

SIDON (R) — “National Res- 
istance Front*' commandos sto- 
rmed a barracks of the Israeli- 
backed “South Lebanon Army** 
(SLA) at Ansar in Sooth Lebanon 
Wednesday, capturing aO 12' mil- 
itiamen inside, the front said. 

It reported the dawn attack in a 
handwritten statement delivered 
to reporters in Sidon. 

Beirut Radio said the resistance 
fighters used rockets and aut- 
omatic weapons in the attack, and 
the militiamen surrendered and 
were taken to an unknown den* 
dilation. 

Ansar Village, 20 kilometres 
south of Sidon, is dose to an Israeli 
detention camp where more than 
1,400 Lebanese and Pal estin ia n s 
are detained. 

Israeli and SLA troops have suf- 
fered Increasing casualties in. rec- 
ent weeks® the nm-np to Israel’s 
withdrawal from the Sidon area 
under the first phase, of a complete 
pullout from South Lebanon. 

The SLA on Tuesday evacuated 
Sidon (See page 2), where 25 of its 
men- surrendered to nufitiamen 
last week. 

Earlier Wednesday, air Israeli 
spokesman said in Tel Aviv, six 
Israeli soldiers wen .wounded 
when unidentified men opened fire 
at thefr post eastof Nabatiyeh. 


Soviets urge UNESCO to 
remove all American staff 


PARIS (R.) — The Soviet Union 
Wednesday urged UNESCO to 
stop employing Americans fol- 
lowing ihe withdrawal of the Uni- 
ted States from the Paris-based 
U.N. agency. 

Soviet delegate . Dmitri Yer- 
molenko told a meeting of the 
UNESCO executive board that 
the 143 Americans employed by 
the secretariat should be replaced 
by staff from member states. 

He said the U.S. had aut- 
omatically lost its right to a quota 
of UNESCO staff by leaving the 
organisation at the end Of 1 984. 

In his report to the board ses- 
sion, called to debate the financial 
crisis caused by the U.S. wit- 
hdrawal, UNESCO Director- 
General Amadou Mahtar M’bow 
said American employees were 
international civil servants and 
their jobs were not at risk. 

But he said new staff members 
who were not citizens of member 
states could only be recruited in 
exceptional circumstances. 

Mr. Yennolenko objected, say- 
ing “we consider that not only 
should there be no new app- 
ointments of U .S. citizens, but that 
the contracts of existing U.S. staff 
should not be renewed when they' 
expire.” 

Mr. Yennolenko said UNE- 
SCO should offer no more per- 
manent contracts to Americans, 
■and should review individually the 
cases of all Americans who alr- 


eady have permanent status. 

Of the Americans employed by 
UNESCO, the highest in rank is 
Thomas Saddler, assistant 
director-general for adm- 
inistration. 

Moscow has complained for 
years that it is under-represented 
in the UNESCO secretariat and 
that too many jobs are held by 
citizens of Western countries. 

The Soviet board member said 
UNESCO should close its office in 
Washington, cease 'buying equ- 
ipment from the U.S. and sign no 
more contracts with Americans 
for studies and articles. 

The U.S. had slammed the door 
on UNESCO but appeared to 
want to continue to use the age- 
ncy’s facilities without paying for 
them, Mr. Yennolenko said. 

He also called in question the 
American right to appoint an obs- 
erver mission to UNESCO, an 
issue which he said was less simple 
than the U.S. presented it 

French board member Jac- 
queline Baudrier . said her gov- 
* eminent would give 20: million 
francs. ($2 million) to help make 
up a shortfall in this yeas' s budget, 
estimated by Mr. M’bow at $28 
million. 

The American poll-out will 
deprive UNESCO of $43 million 
for 1985, a quarterof its budget. 

UR. declaration of war on ‘Third 
World*, page 4 


Papandreou 
ends Moscow 
talks with 
Gromyko 
meeting 

MOSCOW (R) — Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou, 
whose planned meeting with Pre- 
sident Konstantin Chernenko was 
cancelled because the Kremlin 
Leader is ilL ended three days of 
talks in Moscow Wednesday. 

Mr. Papandreou. who arrived 
on Monday with seven members 
of his left-wing government, flew 
to Leningrad Tuesday morning 
after talks with Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko. 

A joint communique • is exp- 
ected after Mr. Papandreou flies 
home Thursday. There were no 
details on his meeting with Mr. 
Gromyko. 

Although Western diplomats 
were observing his visit for further 
proof of Athens' Improving ties 
with the Soviet Union, attention 
switched to Mr. Chernenko when 
Soviet officials cancelled his mee- 
ting with the Greek leader. 

Soviet Prime Minister Nikolai 
Tikhonov, 79, indicated the imp- 
ortance Moscow attaches to rel- 
ations with Athens when he said in 
a speech after Monday's talks that 
the countries^ positions were dose 
“on the major questions of pre- 
venting war and strengthening 
peace.” 



Acting Information Minister Taher Hikmat Wed- 
nesday addresses two American congressmen who 


are currently on a fact-finding tour of the Middle 
Hast (Petra photo) 


Hussein pays tribute 
to Algerian revolution 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein, on the sec- 
ond day of a stale visit to Algeria. 
Wednesday visited the Martyrs 
Monument in Algiers and laid a 
wreath at the Unknown Soldier s 
Tomb. He also visited Al Jihad 
Museum and viewed the exhibits 
there depicting the various stages 
of the Algerian revolution for ind- 
ependence From France. 

The King offered prayers for 
the martyrs of the. Algerian rev- 
olution. the Jordanian News Age- 
ncy. Petra, said. He entered a few 
words of praise for the martyrs in 
the visitor’s book at the museum. 

“We are reminded of the heroic 
struggle of the Arab Muslim Alg- 
erian people for their rights, fre- 
edom. independence and dig- 
nity." he wrote.** It pleases me and 
my companions from Jordan to 
register on behalf of the Jordanian 
people the feelings of love and our 
respect for our Algerian brothers 


fortheir struggle through their his- 
tory. And today, we respect the 
honest leadership of Algeria in 
their efforts and struggle for the 
common Arab cause." 

King Hussein, who arrived in 
Algeria Tuesday accompanied by 
Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat. 
Royal Court Chief Marwan Al- 
Jasem. Court Minister Adnan 
Abu Odch. Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri. and Armed For- 
ces Cbmmander-in-CfiieTGenerul- 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, also vis- 
ited the Algerian military aca-. 
demy in the Shirshal district ol the 
Algerian capital. He was greeted 
there by a guard of honour and 
received by the director of the 
academy, who welcomed the 
King’s visit and praised the bro- 
therly Jordan ian- Algerian rel- 
ations. The academy director also 
briefed the King on the pro- 
grammes and activities of the ins- 
titution which serves as a military 


university. 

King Hussein also paid a \ isit to 
a military training centre near Alg- 
iers and inspected various equ- 
ipment used by the Algerian 
armed lorces for training pur- 
poses. 

King Hussein ynd President 
Chadli Bcnjcdid held official tJk*.. 
Tuesday immediately after the 
King's arrival on current Arab aff- 
airs and the latest situation in the 
region. Petra, which reported die 
talks, did not give details of the 
topics discussed, but it was bel- 
ieved that the King briefed Pre- 
sident Bcnjcdid on an agreement 
Jordan and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) rea- 
ched on Monday on common act- 
ion towards a just settlement ot 
the Palest iniau problem. 

The King and the delegation 
accompanying him were guests ol 
honour at a dinner hosted by Pre- 
sident Bcnjcdid Tuesday night. 


Iran says Iraqi planes 
attacked nuclear plant 


LONDON (Agencies) — Iraqi 
jets attacked an unfinished nuc- 
lear power plant at the southern 
Iranian port of Bushire Tuesday 
night, Iran’s national news agency 
IRNA said Wednesday. 

The two Iraqi jets fired only one 
rocket which killed one person 
and wounded several others, the 
agency, received in London, said. 
It gave no further details. 

Iran had two nuclear plants 
under construction by the West 
German firm Kraftwerk Union, 
but work was suspended after the 
Islamic revolution in 1979. 

The Swedish state-owned 
power company Sw^d power said 
last October Iran had asked h to 
help restart its nuclear power pro- 
gramme but the negotiations had 
been broken off. 

The London-based defence per- 
iodical Jane's Defence Weekly 
said last April that Iran was mak- 
ing an atomic bomb, likely to be 
ready in two years, at Bushire. But 
Kraftwerk Union said it would be 


virtually impossible to use the 
plants for this. 

In Vienna, a spokesman for the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) confirmed that 
Iran has notified the agency of the 
attack but there was no danger of a 
nuclear explosion at the site. 

Construction on the Bushire 
plant began under the Shah, but 
was halted by the regime of Aya- 
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini a/ter 
the Shah was overthrown in 1979. 
Iran notified the agency last year 
that it intended to complete the 
plant, the spokesman said. 

Electrical and 'mechanical sys- 
tems tffere in place, the agency was 
told, but “there is no (reactor) 
core, no nuclear material in that 
plant.” the spokesman said. 

IRNA said Prime Minister Hus- 
sein Musavi, at a cabinet meeting 
Wednesday, mentioned an attack 
on “energy installations in Bus- 
hire." but the report gave few 
details. 


Chernenko sends messages to 
two world peace groups 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
TASS news agency published two 
messages from President Kon- 
stantin U. Chernenko on Wed- 
nesday in an apparent effort to 
dampen speculation about the 
leader’s health after he reportedly 
cancelled a meeting with the vis- 
iting Greek premier. 

'Hie messages, to Nordic and 
Argentine peace groups, were the 
latest in a series of statements iss- 
ued in Mr. Chernenko’s name dur- 
ing the seven weeks in which he 
was not been seen by outsiders. 

Mr. Chernenko's messages 
were addressed to the Nordic 
group “Treaty Now,” which adv- 
ocates a nuclear free zone in Nor- 
thern Europe, and to the Arg- 
entine group “Movement of the 
100 in the Name of Life." TASS 
said both organisations had wri- 
tten to Mr. Chernenko. 

Addressing the Nordic group, 


Mr. Chernenko charged NATO 
has disturbed the nuclear balance 
in Europe and threatened security 
by deploying the first group of a 
planned 572 Pershing-2 and cru- 
ise missiles in Western Europe. 

“Veritable mountains of wea- 
pons have been piled up in our 
continent today.” he said. 

“1 use this opportunity to rei- 
terate the Soveit Union's rea- 
diness to become a guarantor of a 
nuclear weapon-free zone in the 
north of Europe and to consider 
certain substantial measures with 
regard to its own territory adj- 
acent to the zone so as to con- 
tribute to the strengthening of its 
non-nuclear status," the message 
said. 

“We would be prepared, in par- 
ticular, to discuss with interested 
sides the question of granting a 
non-nuclear staius to the Baltic 
Sea.” it said. 


U.S. -Soviet 
Mideast talks 
scheduled to 
begin Tuesday 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United Stales am) Soviet Union, 
stepping up their dialogue on tro- 
ubled regions ot the world, plan to 
hold talks in Vienna beginning 
next Tuesday on the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict and other difficult issues, a 
Reagan administration source 
said Wednesday. 

Also on the agenda is the war 
between Iran and Iraq and the 
presence of more titan 100.000 
Soviet roops in Afghanistan. 

Richard W. Murphy, assistant 
secretary of state for the Near 
East, is expected to head the U.S. 
delegation. 

The talks arc pans of a Reagan 
administration effori to work out a 
better relationship with Moscow, 
as pledged by President Ronald 
Reagan in a U.N. speech last Sep- 
tember. 

The two sides are due to open 
negotiations to curb nuclear wea- 
pons in Geneva in mid-March. 

Partly to ease Israeli concerns, 
U.S. officials have emphasised 
there is no plan to call a con- 
ference on the Middle East and 
give the Soviets a major role in 
seeking an overall settlement. 

On a trip here last week, how- 
ever. Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Mcguid. reflecting 
Cairo's growing lies with the Sov- 
iets, endorsed the idea of such a 
conference. He said such a mee- 
ting in Geneva in 1973 paid off 
with Israeli withdrawals from 
parts of the Sinai and Golan Hei- 
ghts. 

The Iran-Iraq war, meanwhile, 
'appears to threaten the interests 
of both superpowers, with its pot- 
ential to spread throughout the 
Gulf region. Western oil supplies 
could be at risk. 

The administration disclosed its 
intention to hold Middle East 
talks with the Soviets earlier this 
year. Afterwards, officials made a 
concerted effort to play down the 
importance of the discussions and 
said they simply were designed to 
ease tensions. 
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Lebanese troops back down 
after confronting Israelis 


AWALI RIVER, Lebanon <R) — Lebanese soldiers 
advancing on Israel’s frontlines in South Lebanon 
Wednesday met Israeli soldiers face- to- face, and 
hurriedly retreated after the two sides trained guns 
on each other for a tense five minutes. . 


There was no shooting, but the 
Lebanese army appeared to have 
got off to a false start in its first 
tentative move to position itself 
for the takeover of Sidon from the 
.departing tsraelis. 

Twenty-five men of Lebanon's 
12th Army Brigade holding the 
abandoned AJman Bridge cro- 
ssing point on Israer s Awali River 
frontlines were stunned when two 
Israeli armoured vehicles roared 
up in late morning and trained 
their guns on them. 

The Lebanese, who quietly took 
over the bridge Tuesday night 
when pro-Israeli militiamen left, 
ran into buildings, aimed their rif- 
les at the armoured vehicles and 
consulted anxiously over Field tel- 
ephones as the Israelis waited. 

' The Israelis roared off after five 
minutes' and the Lebanese then 
withdrew. “We are leaving bec- 
ause the Israeli army is still here." 
their commander told Reuters. 


Machine-gun bursts erupted as 
the Israelis rounded a bend - in the 
road, and a farmer later said: “1 
was picking oranges and bullets 
started kicking up the earth all 
round me. I dived into the ditch 
and thank God I was safe " 

It was not known if the Israelis 
were firing at commandos, whose 
attacks are taking a heavy toll on 
their men. or were carrying out 
“reconnaissance by fire” — a fre- 
quent tactic in South Lebanon. 

Two Israeli-made Merkava 
tanks later took up position at the 
bridge- closing the gap in the fro- 
ntlines caused by the departure of 
pro- Israeli South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militiamen. 

There were no further incidents 
as the four battalions of Lebanon’s 
12th Brigade, waiting in sight of 
Sidon on the coast road for the 
Israelis to retreat to new frontlines 
up to 24 kilometres south, made 
no more moves to approach Israeli 


lines. 

Sidon. South Lebanon's major 
city two kilometres behind the 
lines, began springing back to life 
after the SLA pullout Tuesday, 
which is to be followed by the dep- 
arture of the Israelis within six 
days. 

“We feel like prisoners who are 
being set free.'* a Sidon man told 
Reuters correspondent William 
MaClean. in a typical comment 
welcoming the impending end of 
Israels two-and-a-haif-year occ- 
upation. 

Anqed Sidon police took over 
the port customs office and pat- 
rolled the streets for the first time 
since Israeli troops stormed the 
city during the costly and bloody 
June 1982 invasion of Lebanon. 

Streets were crowded and busy 
with traffic, and shops began reo- 
pening as tension relaxed after 
days of self-imposed curfew in a 
city terrified by sporadic shooting 
by Israeli and SLA troops and att- 
acks on them by masked gunmen. 

Security sources said a carload 
of gunmen fired on a man in the 
main street, wounding him and a 
pedestrian. Israeli armoured veh- ‘ 
icles stQl on patrol also fired fre- 


quent bursts to keep potential att- 
ackers away, but there were no 
reports of clashes. 

“Up to now things are going 
well because all of us in Sidon 
want to get rid of the Israelis," a 
patrolling police corporal told 
Reuters. “The people want to 
breathe easily." 

Israeli and SLA forces, how- 
ever. remained in the Christian vii-_ 
lage of Aabra adjoining Sidon.* 
and SLA men said they would not 
leave with the Israelis. 

Apparently convinced that the 
Israeli pullout is imminent, the 
Lebanese government sent two 
battalions from Beirut during the 
night to reinforce two waiting for 
days opposite Israeli lines. 

They brought the task force for 
taking over the Sidon area to 
about 1.500 men, to be str- 
engthened by a fifth battalion of 
about 400 men from the Sidon 
Garrison which has been inactive 
during the occupation. 

A Reuter reporter saw six 
French-made Lebanese army 
AMX-1 3 tanks, 24 armoured per- 
sonnel carriers and 42 trucks ass- 
embled on the coast- road above 
Israeli lines ready for the final 
drive into Sidon. 


4 Jordan-PLO accord historic chance for U.S. action’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
as saying. ’ 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid. currently in 
Paris for talks with French officials 
(See page 2), said Wednesday: 
"The present U.S. administration 
is less under pressure from certain 
influences that existed during the 
last administration." 

Mr. Abdul Meguid described 
the Jordanian-Palestinian agr- 
eement as an “important step on 
the road for Arab common act- 
ion.” 

Official sources told the Jordan 
Times Tuesday the Jordanian- 
Palestinian agreement was based 
on the principle of exchanging 
land for peace as included in U.N. 
resolutions on the Middle East 
and Fez Arab summit plan of 
1982. 

The sources, who said the agr- 
-neehrerit did:ubi cofnmTl itself to 
- any. i sfwqjfici, -LLN/ri«Js»Juiion. 
. added ikai t he Aw® sides agreed to 
continue to work together for the 


convening of an international 
Middle East peace conference. 

, The PLO rejected Resolution 
242 which did not clearly stipulate 
that all Arab territories occupied 
by Israel during the 1967 war be 
returned and referred ro the Pal- 
estinian problem as one of ref- 
ugees. The resolution also did not 
provide for meeting Palestinian 
demands for self-determination 
and statehood: 

The Fez Arab plan, submitted 
by King Fahd. calls for an ind- 
ependent Palestinian state on the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip with East Jerusalem as 
its capital. The plan implicitly rec- 
ognised Israer s right to exist wit- 
hin secure borders. 

King Hussein, who is currently 
on the second day of his visit to 
Algiers, held talks with President 
Chadli Benjedid on the latest dev- 
elopments in the Arab and int- 
er«Btional :arenas'.ifldudin^ the” 
Jgrfjaptan^ PaJgsti niap, .agreement- > : 
fq&ijQflupoo action towards p£aeeu • 

In an inaugural speech to the 


Palestine National Council (PNC! 
last November, the King proposed 
a joint’ Jordanian-Palestinian str- 
ategy. Among other things, the 
PNC resolutions backed a con- 
federation between Jordan and a 
Palestinian state. 

Jordan proposed a common 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
which might circumvent Israel's 
refusal to negotiate directly with 
the PLO. The organisation ins- 
isted on either a seprate PLO team 
or a common Arab delegation 
involving other nations. 

The Associated Press said King 
Hussein, who already started see- 
king support for the Jordanian- 
Palestinian accord, had met with 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan Paul 
Boeker shortly after the pact was 
reached. Mr. Boeker is expected 
to return to Washington on Thu- 
rsday for consultations. 

Mr. Arafat... returned .from 
■Aitmtartto his Tunis headquarters 
Tuesday ;;U>. . discuss. . w.i^hj PaJ- 
■; esmvi-im i leaders- -the • If lip- . 
Jordanian joint action formula. 


A PLO spokesman in T unis was 
quoted by Reuter as saying the 
formula would be discussed over 
the next few days by the 60- 
member Fateh Revolutionary' 
Council to be followed by a mee- 
ting of the 70 member Central 
Council in Algiers on Feb. 17-18 
to endorse the formula. 

Official sources told the Jordan 
Times Tuesday the formula was 
already endorsed by the majority 
of CemralCouncil and Executive 
Committee members. * 


27 die in Manila 
hotel fire 

MANILA (R) — At least 27 peo- 
ple. mostly foreigners, died and 
scores were injured when fire 
swept through a luxury hotel in the 
Philippine capital and raged out of 
control for more xhan 20 hours, 
firt?*' department officials said 
Wednesday. 





REGENT VISITS ARMY HQ: His Royal 

Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent. Wed- 
nesday visited file 'Army's General Headquarters 
where he was received by Armed Forces Chief of 


Staff Lieutenant General Fat hi Abu Taleb and his 
assistants. The Regent and the chief of staff dis- 
cussed a number of matters pertaining to the Armed 
Forces (Petra photo) 


wnere ne was receive a oy Arroea forces Ltuer oi 

Hussein is key factor in promoting 
Mideast peace, congressmen say 

By Sa’ad G. Hattar “Moreover- they are trying to them." the congressmei 


By Sa’ad G'. Hattar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two American con- 
gressmen. currently in Amman on 
a fact finding tour of the region. 
Wednesday said His Majesty King 
Hussein is the key factor in pro- 
moting a peace solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and that the 
U.S. role in the Middle East “sho- 
uld be more as a facilitator and 
mediator rather than being inv- 
olved directly in the issue." 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Robert Lago Masino. a 
Republican congressman from 
Ventura, California, and Ronald 
Packard from San Diego, also in 
California, said that their current 
tour is a fact-finding mission spo- 
nsored by the World Affairs Cou- 
ncil (WAC). in cooperation with 
the ILS.-based National Ass- 
ociation of Arab-Americans 
(NAAA). 

They said their mission is to talk 
to Jordanian officials and cross- 
sections of Jordanians in order to 
reach to a core of a peace solution. 

When asked about the WAC 
activities in the U.S.. Mr. Packard 
said the WAC has been trying ro 
bring congressmen to the Middle 
East region " to take a close look at 
the situation". 


“Moreover, they are trying to 
enlighten U.S. .decision-makers 
on facts in the Middle East." he 
added. 

Speaking about the U.S. role in 
the region. Mr. Lago Masino said 
the U.S. should take a supervisory 
role and leave the initiations to the 
concerned parties to take. 

He said the Reagan adm- 
inistration “is cooperating with 
the moderate Arab countries and 
Israel with the aim of finding a j ust 
and durable peace in the Middle 
East." 

Answering a question on the 
international peace conference 
called for by King Hussein aL the 
inaugural opening session of the 
Palestine Nationsl Council ( PNC) 
in Amman last November, the 
congressmen said “at present, we 
think such a conference may not 
be the best solution since some 
Arab countries are opposed to the 
principle of peace with Israel. 

“However, it is better to get 
moderate Arab countries to sup- 
port the King's proposal as a pre- 
requisite stage." 

In response to a question on the 
Soviet Union's expected role, they 
said that the Soviet Union “has 
always been an obstacle to peace." 
“They.are actually opposing peace 
efforts rather than endorsing 


them." the congressmen con- 
tended. 

They said the U.S. interest lies 
in "preventing the spread of 
Communism and Soviet dom- 
ination" in the world at large inc- 
luding the Middle East. 

Speaking about the recent 
Palestinian-Jordanian agreement 
on a framework for common act- 
ion towards solving the Pal- 
estinian question, they said it is 
premature to comment on the 
issue since it has not been dis- 
cussed in the United States. 
“However. Crown Prince Hassan 
briefed us on the planned joint act- 
ion in general terms and we think 
it does not conflict with President 
Reagan's 1 982 proposal." 

“Eventually, we expect that the 
U.S. administration wifi endorse 
the idea." the congressmen added. 
“What is really important is Isr- 
ael* s reaction to the issue." 

Asked whether they have been 
influenced by the U.S. Jewish 
lobby not to make their current 
trip, they said: “ We only had some 
criticism concerning the kind of 
organisations sponsoring our jou- 
rney". 

The delegation originally com- 
prised of four congressmen, fii/l ’ 
two of them backed out from tak- J 
ing the trip. 


U.K. vok|s ? 
support: for * 
Turkey 

ANKARA (RJ — Britain has 
emerged as one of Turkey's sir- ■ 
ongest supporters in Europe dur- 
ing the visit of Foreign Secretary 
Sir Geoffrey Howe which ended 
Wednesday. 

Speaking at ah airpon news 
conference with Turkish Foreign 
Minister Vahix Halefoglu before 
leaving for home. Sir Geoffrey 
described ties between the twog 
countries as cordial and close. 

One diplomat present at a din- 
ner given for Sir Geoffrey by Mr. 
Halefoglu Tuesday night jokingly 
described it as a “love-in". In his 
speech at the dinner. Sir Geoffrey 
praised what he called Turkey's- 
wisdom and courage ' in mai- 
ntaining its democratic asp- 
irations. 

He told Mr. Halefoglu Wed-, 
nesday that “in recognition of the 
progress made in your country in 
moving towards democracy" Bri- 
tain wanted Turkey's ties with the 
European Community str- 
engthened. 

Mr. Halefoglu said Britain had 
shown understanding for Turkey's 
problems, but he asked that it do 
more to better Turkey's relations. - 
with Europe- if 

Some other European countries 
remain critical to varying degrees 
of what they see as Turkey's fai- 
lure to restore democracy in /nil 
since the 1 980 military coup. 

The coup led the European 
Community to freeze some $460 
million worth of aid, which Sir 
Geoffrey Wednesday said should 
now be freed. “This has been, and 
remains, a priority British obj- 
ective m the Community's ext- 
ernal relations," he said. 

Although the issue has not been 
formally discussed by the Com- 
munity, Denmark and Greece are 
thought to oppose release of the 
aid. 

Also souring ties is a comjkaint ^ 
to the European Htiiban ■ Rights 
Commission of abuses in Turkey 
made by France. Denmark air? 
the Netherlands, and non- 
Comm unity members Norway 
and Sweden, which is still being 
investigated by the commission. 

Relations with West Germany 
are better but stretched by Bonn's 
opposition to a long-sianding plan 
for Turkish workers to have free 
movement in the Community 
from next year. r Chancellor Hel- 
’’ihut Kohl plans tb visit Turkey this 
year, diplomats said. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

MAIN CHANNEL 

17:00 Karan 

I7:IQ - Cartoons 

17:35 Children Programmes 

18:10 Wall Disney 

19:00 Local Programme on Agriculture 

19:30 Programme Review 

19:40 Week's Event 

20:00 — News m Arabic 

20:40 ...i Arabic Series 

21 JO .......... Tomorrow's Programmes 

21:50 .......... Arabic Play 

22:00 .... News in Arabic 

22sl0 Play Continued 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 
1*06 Documentary on the People's 
Republic of China 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 .... Theatre de Bouvard 

1*30 — News in Hebrew 

19:45 Drawing Workshop 

2*30 Three's Company 

21:10 Journalism's Street 

22:00 News m English 

22:15 Movie oi the Week: The Bla- 
ckmarket Children 

RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. AM A 99 MHz. FM 
d partly on 9560 KHz. SW 

•7:00 Light Music 

07:30 Newsdcsk 

08:00 Morning Show 

10:00 News Summary 

10:05 Morning Show 

11:00 Pop Session 

12:00 News Summary 

12:05 - Pop Session Contd. 

13:00 News Summary 

13:05 Pop Session 

14:00 News Bulletin 

14:10 Instrumentals 

14:15 - Talking Points 

15:00 - Concert Hour 

I&00 News Summaty 

10:05 Instrumentals 

1*30 Old Favourites 

17:00 25 Years of Rock 

*&00 - News Summary 

1*05 Special Feature 

1&30 From the Holy Koran 

1*80 Newsdcsk - 

*9:30 Date with a Star 

20:00 Evening Show 

21:00 — News Summary 

21:05 Evening Show Contd. 

21:55 News Summary 

22:08 Evening Show Contd. 

23:00 News Summary 

23:05 - Evening Show Contd. 

23i 57 News Headlines 

MKM Close dawn 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1413 KHz 

OfcOO Newsdcsk 0*30 Classical Record 
Review 0*45 Financial Ne ws OfcSS Ref- 
lections 07:00 World News 07.-09 24 
Hours: News Summary 07 JO Peebles: 
Choice 07:45 The World Today 08:00 
Newsdcsk S&30 Nature -Notebook 
<*:40 The Farming World 0*00 World 
News 09^9 24 Hours: News Summary 
0*38 Short Takes 09:45 Network UK 
UkM World News- 10c 09 Reflections 
10:15 Country Music Profile 1030 John 
Peel 11:00 World News 11:09 British 
Press Review 11:15 The World Today 
1131 Financial News 11:40 Look 
Ahead 11:45 Monitor 12:00 News 
Summary: From The Promenade Con- 
certs 12:30 Qayton's Zodiac I3rf* 
World News 13:09 News about Britain 
13:15 New Ideas 13:25 The Week in 
Wales 13:30 Assignment 14:00 RaJto 
Newsreel 14:15 Top Twenty 14:45 
Sports Round-up 15:00 World News 
15:09 24 Hours: News Summary 1330 
Network UK 15:45 Sackbtns And Sio- 
ofonias 1*00 News Summary: Outlook 
16:45 Out On The Floor 17:00 Radio 
Newsreel 17:15 The Pleasure's Yours 
18:00 World News 18:09 Commentary 
lft 15 Assignment 18:45 The World 
Today 1*00 World News 1*09 Mer- 
idian 1*40 The Week in Wales 1*4S 
Sports Round-up 20:00 Newsdcsk 20:30 
Discovery 21:08 News Summary; Out- 
look 21:43 Stock Market Report 21:45 
Report cm Religion 22:00 World News 
22:09 24 Hours:, News Summary 22^0 
Business Matters 23:00 News Summary 
23:05 In the Meantime 23:1^ A Jolly 
Good Show 24:00 World News 00:09 
The World Today 0*25 The Week in 
Wales 0*30 Financial News 0*40 Ref- 
lections 0*45 Sports Round-up 01:00 
World News: Commentary 01:15 Mer- 
chant Navy Programme 01:30 Meridian 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260. SW 7200. 9565. 1 1740. 

11925 A 15210 KH; 

06:00 VOA Morning: News. Informal 
Presentation of Popular Music with Fea- 
ture Reports. Interviews. Answers to 
Listeners' Questions. Science Digest. 
Sports News at 30 minute past the hour. 
17:00 News 17:30 Music USA 18:00 
News 1&1Q Focus 1 ftJB Special English 
News and Features 19:00 News 1*10 
Newsline 1*38 Magazine Show 2*88 
News 2*10 Focus 2*38 Special English 
and Features 21:80 Newsline America 
21:30 Music USA 22:00 News and Edi- 
torial 22:15 Musk USA Jazz 23:00 VOA 
World Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Design and Industry exhibition at 
Yarmouk University Gymnasium 9:00 - 
12:00 and 14:00 to 17:00 

* Photographs of sites in Jerusalem at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

• Happy Valentine'* Day at the. Ame- 
rican Centre 7:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

• Musical Concert at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 8:00 p.m. A concert of Oboe. 
Basson and Clarinet music with works 
by International Composers. 8 p.m. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

'American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 370CW 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre — 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre ... — ... 39777 

Haya Arts Centre — 665195 

Hussein Youth City 6671H1 

Y.W.C-A 41793 

Y.W.MJL . 664251 

Amman Municipal Library .... 36111 
University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

FUdore Musemu Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 1 8th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.ra. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. 5 1 760. 

■Jordan Arch aeo l og ical Museum: Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 QaTa (Citadel Hifl). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
.'(Fridays and official holidays 10X30 a.m. 
4 M p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National GaBery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic anisu 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 


Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 
1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 pjn. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30I2R. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Reroh of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel- 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jwds Mnsemn: 100 to 
(50 yean old hems such as co tunes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening bouts: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Ltona Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. I JO p.m. 

Lions Ph il a delphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7;30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 pan. 

Rotary dob. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261. 


CHURCHES 

Si. Jooepb Church (Roman Carbolic) 
Jabal Amman. teL 24590. 

Church of the A— if latioo (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

(ft ka SaOe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Aanawciatioa (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541. 

Aagtkau Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 25383. 
Ar meni an CatboBc Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Armenif Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ort- 
hodox)) Ashrafieh. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets ai Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. 816534. 

PRAYER TIMES 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATONAL 
AIRPORT 


Thu information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport teL 1 08 1 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

0*15 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

0*15 Bucharest (RO) 

0*45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

0*45 Kuwait (RJ) 

0*45 Jeddah (RJ) 

0*45 — Cairo ( RJ I 

1*00 Dhahran (RJ) 

1*00 Beirut (RJ) 

1*35 Dhahran. Riyadh (SV) 

11*38 Istanbul Ankara (TKt 

12.-05 Muscat. Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 
IGF) 

12:35 — London (BA) 

1400 Tripoli. Larnaca (LN) 


84tf8 

0620 

11:50 

14:54 

17:20 - 

1*45” 




(Sunrise) Doha 

- — Dhuhr 

— ..... - ' Asr 

Maghreb 


14:40 

15:45 

Kuwait (KU) 

1*40 Larnaca (RJ) 

1*45 


1*45 


17:06 

Rio de Janeiro. Lisbon (1A) 

17:25 


17:38 

New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17M 


1&I0 .... 

Amsterdam. Larnaca (KLM) 

1*15 


2*15 


2*20 




01:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

05:45 .... 

- Cairo (R3) 

0*50 

.. Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

•7:00 


08:00 .... 


0*45 


11:00 

...... Vienna. New York (RJ) 

11:34) 


12:68 


12:15 


12:20 ....... 


I2J8 

Ankara. Istanbul (TK j 

13:90 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 

(GF) 

15:38 


1*58 

Larnaca (CY) 

1*40 

Kuwait (KU) 

17:15 

...... Baghdad (LA) 


Kuwait (RJ) 


19:40 Doha. Muscat (RJ) 

2*15 ... .: Jeddah (RJ) 

2*30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

2*45 Cairo (RJ) 

21:00 ...... Abu Dhabi. Singapore (RJ) 

23:20 Cairo (MS) 

02:15 ...... — London (BA) 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Jil Far 

— Ryshkany 

— Frio Poseidon 

— Basra 

— Tetrad 

— Aldebaran 

— Kota Waruna 

— Azur 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) to your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local sell /buy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 62.5/ 62.9 

Dutch guilder 110.8/ 1 11 .5 

Egyptian guinea 306.3/ 310.6 

French franc — 41.2/ 41.4 

Iraqi dinar 349 31 354 

Italian lire (for 100} 20.3/ 20 J 

Japanese yen (for 100) 1575/ 158.4 

Kuwaiti dinar 1339.3/ 1345.6 

Lebanese lira 25 J/ 302 

Omani riyal 1 193.3/ 1203.3 

Oataririyal 113/ 114.2 

Saudi riyal 115.1/ 115.3 

Swedish crown — 44.4/ 44.6 

Swiss franc ... 147.9/ 148.7 

Syrian lira 32.6/ 34 

UAE dirham 1122/ 1 13.3 

U.K. sterling pound 451.1/ 453.8 

U.S. dollar .... 413.5/ 415 j 

W. German mark 125.8/ 1265 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be relatively warm. Light and var- 
iable winds will become southeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds. will be nor- . 
therly moderate and seas calm. 

Lowfhxgh tempensure In deg.C. 

Amman 5/20 

Aqaba 10/25 

Deserts 4/21 _ 

Jordan Valley _ 1 1/24-' 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193. 7751 1 1 

Firstaid. fire, police 1 99 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661 1 1 1 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Pob“ rescue 192. 21 III. 37777- 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 36381-2 

Municipal water service 771 125-8 

Queeb Alia Ini. Airpon .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre - 813813-32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. A mu .. 44281-4 

AkiJeh Maremity. J. Amman .. 42441 
Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664(71-1 

Shmeisani Hospital 6691 31 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa. J. Hussein 667158 

AI-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 665292 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101-3 

Al-Bashir. J. AshrafTeh 7751 1 1 

Army. Marka 9(6(1 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Horani 98552 


Dr. Is&a Abu Heidar 37|23 

Mreish pharmacy 770910 

AI Sal am pharmacy 3o7Ju 

Khatib pharmacy ..... 934s? 

Jabal AI Nasser pharmacy 5672s 

Jerusalem pharmacy 21370 

Denttsb 

Dr. Nasar Nassar 66U068 

IRBID 

Dr. Ahmad Beshtawi 273925 

Ibn Sina pharmacy 242615 

Dentist Hashera Gharaibeh 4774(1 r 

ZARUAr 

Dr. Mustafa Fayyad 983031 

AJ Had 11 ha pharmacy (— ) 

Dentist: 

Dr. Naheel MaJcJamruh 986714 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan - 774 1 1 1 

Ministry of Tourism 42311 

Hotel complaints - 6664)2 

Price complaints 66 1176 

Telephone: 

Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service 1 1 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperllower price in fils per kg. 

Apple (double red) .2 300 / 270 

Apple (golden) 300/270 

Apple (starken) 300/270 

Banana iRO / 240 

. Banana (Mukammar) 240 / 210 

Beans 300/250 

Broad beans 230 / 1 80 

Cabbage 70/ 50 

Chestnut 620/580 

Carrot (yellow) 130/100 

Canot (black) 150/120 

Cauliflower 130/ 100 

Cucumber (large) 150/120 

Cucumber (small) 260 / 200 

Eggplant (huge) 160 / 120 

Eggplant (small) 180/150 

Garlic - : 180/150 

Grapefruit 150/120 


Lemon 

Lettuce (per one) 

Mallow 

Mandarin 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) .... 

Onion (dry) ; 

Onion (green) ..._ ,j 

Oranges (Abu Surra) 
Oranges fShammotni) .. 

Parsley 

Pears (American) j 

Pepper (sweet) 

Pepper (hot green) 
Potatoes (local) 

Radishes 

Spinach. 2.....-, 

Tomatoes y 

Turnip 


130/ 100 

; 80; 50 

250 / 200 
— : 160/130 
- — 120' 90 

260 / 220 

150/ 120 

....■..‘140/ 110 
— *260/220 
...a.,’ 200/ 160 
4...J 70' 70 
..:J 580/ 550 
.-..—-520/480 
-u.J 480'420 
— .190/160 
■.~1 70/ SO 
.*:»\70 Z 50 
1.^160/120 
......130/ 100 


\ 


FOR FRIDA Y 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


MAIN CHANNKL 


1*00 „. 


1*20 .. 


1*48 ... 


11:15 . 


12:15 .. 


13:15 .. 


14:10 .. 
15:06 ... 

Soccer 

15.30 .. 


1*38 _ 


1*30... 


2*80 - 


2*30 .. 


21:08 .. 


22:88 .. 

.... Arabic Variety Programme 


23:08 News Summary 


FOREIGN CHANNEL 

17:90 French Programme 

1*00 News in French 

19-JO News in Hebrew 

1*45 Living Tomorrow 

2*30 Comedy: Open All Qurc 

21:10 Murder She Wrote 

228)0 News in English 

22:15 Onedin Line 


RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz ; AM ai 99 MHz. FM 
A partly an 9560 KHz. SW 


07:08 

.97:39 

9*00 

1*80 


Light Music 

.....Newsdcsk 

Morning Show 

News Summary 


- Morning Show Couid. 

- News Summary 

- Listeners' Choice 

News Summary 

Listeners’ Choice 

- News Summary 

- Pop Session 

- - News Bulletin 

- Jordan Weekly 

* — Music 

- - Concert Hour 

News Summary 

— - Instrumentals 

Old Favourites 

- Country Music 

— — News Summary 

- Top Twenty 

- Newsdesk 

- Date with a Star 

. Animal Vegetable Mineral 

- Talking Points 

........... News Summary 


21:85 

2U55 

22.-00 

22^0 

■23*0 

2*85 ..... 
2*57 

24: M 


The Blues 

News Summary 

The 15th Century A.H. 

Over a Cup of Tea 

News Summary 

.... Jazz Hour 

News Headlines 

Close down 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1413 KHz 

8*80 Newsdcsk 0*38 Country Music 
Profile 8*45 Financial News 9*55 Ref- 
lections 87.-06 World News 870» 24 
Hours: News Summary 87di My Cou- 
ntry In Mind 07:45 The World Today 
9*88 Newsdcsk 9*39 Ouote. Unquote 
8*89 World News 8*89 24 Horn: 
News Summary 0*38 Out On The Fkror 
1*45 Merchant Navy Progrfmme 1*08 


World News 1(h09 Reflections 1*15 
The Classical Guitar 1*30 Foreign Cor- 
respondents 11:06 World News 11:09 
British Press Review 1 1; 15 The World 
Today 11:30 Financial News 1 1:40 Look 

Ahead lk45 The Music Of Life 12*0 
Short Takes 12:15 Merchant Navy Pro- 
gramme I2J8 Business Matters 13.-00 
World News 13:89 News about Britain 
13:15 In the Meantime 13625 Ulster 
Newsletter 1%38 Meridian 1*00 Radio 

Newsreel 1*15 Ja& for the Asking 
1*45 Sports Round-up I5£0 World 
News 15:09 24 Hours: News Summary 
1*36 John Peel 1*88 News Summary: 
Outlook 1*45 Letterbox 17:80 Radio 
Newsreel 17:15 Bedtime Story IftOB 
World News 1&09 Commentary I&X5 

Science in Action I&45 The World 
Today 1*00 World News 1*09 Sarah 
and Company 19M0Book Choice 1*45 
Sports Round-up 2*88 Ncwsdesk 2*38 


John Peel 21:06 News Summary. Out- 
look 21:43 Stock Market Report.2I:45 
About Britain 21-10 World News 22£9 
24 Hours; News Summary 2H39 Sci- 
ence in Action 23:00 News Summary 
23:15 Music Now 2*45 Puckotra 2*00 
World News 00:09 The World Today 
0*25 Book Choice 0*39 The Elements 
of Music 0*48 Reflections 8*45 Sports 
Round-up 81:00 WoYld New; Com- 
mentary 81:15 From the Weeklies 81:30 ‘ 
Tippett at 80 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


89*48 

0*38 

0*45 


. m .. m..m ,. mw. Aqaba (RJ) 
Cairo (RJ) 


....... .mm.. Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwaut (RJ) 


22 Jeddah (RJ) 

22 —urr-7 Cairo (RJ) 

1*98 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

— Beirut (RJ) 

ISIS Muscat. Abu Dhabi, Doha IGF) 

UJJ <KU) 

!2iJ New. York. Vienna (RJ) 

nij r - Frankfurt (RJ) 
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Istanbul (RJ) 
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Sa 
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9*38 Beirut. Amsterdam (KLM) 


•7:88 Beirut (RJ) 
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Ui3 ° (RJ) mUL ChiM * 0 ' *** Angst* 
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‘“■ 1S -■ lwanh.il (RJ) 
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Home news 

Lawzi, Daoudieh receive 
Romanian Muslim team 


AMMAN (Petra) — A visiting 'hope for more and evergrowing 
delegation representing the Mus^ cooperation, 
lira community in -Romania was Mr. Daoudieh expressed the 
received Wednesday Ijy Speaker willingness of his ministry to offer 


of the Upper House of Parliament ' a number of scholarships to Rom- 


J 


Ahmad A1 Lawzi. 

The delegation is headed by 
; Romania's Deputy Mufti Sheikh 
Rajab Saleh and includes Deputy 
Minister of Religion Yon Pop- 
opesku and the Imam of Buc- 
harest Grand Mosque Sheikh 
Nooreddin Badri. 

Discussions during the meeting 
focused a bilateral relations and 
cooperation between the two cou- 
ntries. 

The delegation was also rec- 
eived by Minister of Awqaf-and 
Religious Affairs Abed Khalaf 
: Daoudieh who explained the role 
. of his ministiy in the service of the 
community and the extension of 
Islamic awareness. 

Sheikh Saleh praised Jordan's 
development and said that Lhe 
' 1 100,000 Muslims of his country 
. support Jordan's role and lea- 
dership. 

. He said that Romania's Mus- 
lims perform their religious rites 
and worship at more than 70 mos- 
ques. 

Dr. Popopeskii praised the 
good, friendly relations between 
the two countries and expressed 


anian students to study Arabic 
language and Islamic subjects in 
Jordan, 

The meeting was attended by 
Ministry of Awqaf and Religious 
Affairs Under- Secretary Abdul 
Salam Abadi. General Mufti of 
Jordan Sheikh lzzedin Khatib. 
Romanian Ambassador to Jordan 
Andrei Cervencorici and a num- 
ber of ministry and Romanian 1 
embassy officials. 

The delegation later met with 
Jordan's Chief Islamic Justice She- 
ikh Mohammad Mheilan. 

Sheikh Mheilan explained Jor- 
dan's civil status laws, the function 
of Uadi A1 t Judah (supreme jud- 
ges), the function of the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, the 
Awqaf department, the Ifta dep- 
artment. and the Sharia (Islamic) 
courts. 

Sheikh Saleh explained the sta- 
tus of Muslims in Romania and 
said that his visit aims at bolstering 
cooperation and contacts between 
the Muslims of Jordan and Rom- 
ania and to brief Jordanian off- 
icials on the conditions of Muslims 
in his country. 
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Parliamentary de legation holds official talks in Cairo 

Fayez urges Arab leaders 
to support Jordanian, 
Egyptian peace initiative 



CAIRO (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Akef AI Fayez Wednesday called on 
Arab leaders to bear their responsibilities and to 
support Jordanian- Egyptian efforts to formulate a 
peace settlement in the Middle East which insures 
the restoration of Palestinian rights and the wit- 
hdrawal of Israel from the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 


Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs ((eft) Wed- 
nesday receives a visiting Islamic delegation from 
Romania currently on a visit to Jordan for dis- 


cussions on cooperation in Islamic affairs (Petra 
photo) 


JEA, atomic agency finalise technical 
study on Jordan’s energy requirements 


Mr. Fayez, who arrived in Cairo 
at the head of a 16-man par- 
liamentary delegation, was spe- 
aking ai a meeting with the spe- 
aker of the Egyptian People's 
Assembly. Dr. Rifat Mahjoub. 

Mr. Fayez said that the- res- 
toration of diplomatic relations 
between Jordan and Egypt was a 
national step on the road towards 
unifying Arab ranks and towards 
the convening of an international 
peace conference for the res- 
toration of Arab rights. 


Jordanians and Palestinians are 
not only united but th3t there is a 
strong bond that joins the inh- 
abitants of the two banks of Jor- 
dan. 

Members of the parliamentary 
delegation Sami Judeh. Sheikh 
Abdelbaqi Jamo. Rizq Bataneh 
and Salman AI i Judah also spoke 
during the meeting and praised 
Egypt’s stands vis-a-vis Arab cau- 
ses. 

In his reply. Dr. Mahjoub pra- 
ised Jordan's restoration of rel- 


Jordan, Egypt plan to develop 
cooperation in Islamic affairs 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Egypt will bolster cooperation 
between the two countries in var- 
ious fields of Islamic affairs, acc- 
- ording to discussions held here 
•between Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abed Khalaf Dao- 
udieh and Egyptian Ambassador 
to Jordan Ihab Wahbeh. 

The two men discussed the exc- 
hange of visits, publication and 
periodicals, exchange of exp- 
erience in the field of Awqaf and 
the increase of Egyptian preachers 


and Imams seconded to work in 
Jordan. 

They also stressed Lhe imp- 
ortance of cooperation and coo- 
rdination between the two cou- 
ntries for the purpose of inc- 
reasing Islamic knowledge and 
awareness. 

Mr. Daoudieh reviewed the 
ministry's efforts in Islamic affairs 
and its support to West Bank Isl- 
amic institutions. The meeting was 
attended by Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Under- 
Secreiary Abdul Salam Abadi. 


By P V Vlvekanand works in close coordination." said 

Special to the Jordan Times lean-P\ene Charpentier. 

head of the delegation currently in 
AMMAN — The Jordan Ele- Jordan. “We are most glad that 
ctricity Authority (JEA). with every phase of the study was corn- 
technical assistance from the Inr- pl ele d according to a pre- 
emational Atomic Energy Age- determined schedule and believe 
ncy (IAEA) and in close coo- that it was the result of very close 
rdination with various dep- cooperation and coordination 
artments. has finalised a study on amon B * h « concerned gov- 
Jordan’s sner** nmnhimLc emmental departments and age- 


RaOwa/s revenues rise 

AMMAN (Petra) — Revenues of the Aqaba Railway Cor- 
poration (ARC) soared from J D 50.000 in 1 9 75 to J D 7 million in 
1984. according to Minister of Transport Farhi Obeid. He said 
that the transportation of phosphate by rail rose from 36.000 
tonnes in 1 975 to 3. 1 53.000 tonnes in 1 984. The minister added 
that the corporation is currently renewing 65 kilometres of the 
railway line between Ma'an and Barn AlghouL The corporation is 
also floating a tender for similar work on 102 kilometres of 
-I railway in. order to increase .the capacity of the railway by an 

; V ’■ additional ppe million tonnes.’, 

i • 

, 80 local companies to exhibit in Bahrain 

i AMMAN (Petra) — Eighty Jordanian companies and org- 
1 an isa lions will represent Jordanian industries at an exhibition of 
Jordanian products to be held in Bahrain. A spokesman From the 
• Amman Chamber of Commerce said ihai Alia. the Royal Jor- 
- danian Airline, has assisted in cargoing industrial products at fifty 
, per cent discount. 


Jordan's energy requirements 
until the year 2000. 

A draft final report on the out- 
come of the study was presented 
to various departments concerned 
with energy generation and dis- 
tribution in Jordan at a meeting at 
the JEA headquarters here Tue- 
sday. 

A three-member delegation 
from the IAEA, which offered 
technical advice to the national 
team preparing the study, was pre- 
sent during the meeting. 

No details of the rec- 
ommendations included in the 
study were available, but acc- 
ording to a JEA spokesman “the 
final report conforms with what 
has been projected by the JEA 
and other concerned departments 
about Jordan's energy req- 
uirements until the year 1 990 and 
it will help us very much in pla- 
nning for the years- after 1 996." 

- The IAEA, a specialised U.N.. 
agency with 112 member states, 
provided the technical expertise 
needed to draw up the study under 
the agency's provisions for free 
technical assistance to member 
countries. 

"We initiated the process of 
conducting the study in late 1 983 
following a specific request by the 
World Bank with whom the IAEA 


ncies in Jordan." 

No, figures were available for 
the cost of the study, but the 
IAEA's contribution, including 
the travel and accommodation 
costs of its technical teams which 
visited Jordan several times dur- 
ing the course of the study, was 
free of cost. In its turn, the JEA 
paid the costs of its technical exp- 
erts* travel to the IAEA hea- 
dquarters in Vienna and other rel- 
ated expenses. 

The focus of the study is the 


"The setting up of a nuclear 
power plant is only warranted m 
countries with national power 
grids of a minimum of 4,000 to 

5.000 megawatts." Mr. Cha- 
rpentier said. 

"In Jordan, where the present 
grid is about 750 megawatts and 
even after taking into con- 
sideration the projections until the 
year 2000 it will not go. more than 

2.000 megawatts." he continued. 
“Therefore, even in another 15 
years' time Jordan's requirement 
will not reach the minimum level 
that would justify the setting up of 
a nuclear power plant." 

The IAEA role in drawing up 
the study. Mr. Charpentier exp- 
lained, was mainly in training Jor- 


He added that any Arab action ations with Egypt and lauded Jor- 
without Egypt is weightless and he dan's hosting of the 1 7th session of 
praised the Egyptian people’s con- the Palestine National Council in 
tinuous support and sacrifices for Amman in November 1984. 


Arab causes. 

He said that relations between 


New speed 
limits come 
into force - 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
danian News Agency. Petra. 
Wednesday dispatched a circular 
it received from the Ministry of 
Interior setting speed limits on 


j r _ w _ ‘UII.UVI OVimiJL ouwvu IIU1IIO uu 

daman personnel to make use of Jordan ’ sroads within and outside 

of Clt y village boundaries. 


and classifying information and 
providing the necessary metrol- 
ogy to process the information and 
come up with accurate, eco- 
nomically feasible rec- 


long-term goal in planning Jor- come up with accurate, eco- 
dan's energy requirements and nomically feasible rec- 
recommend aliens for appropriate omtnendations. 
investments in infrastructure and “Our role in the process is over 
other sectors to achieve the pro- now." said Mr. Charpentier, 
jected goal with the minimum pos- whose team includes Mr. Vladimir 


sible cost, taking into con- 
sideration the country’s natural 


M. Urezchenko and Mr. Pablo E. 
Molina Maggi. “The national 


resources and industrial dev- team will lake it up from now, and 
. elopment and other relevant fac- we are confident thaV.’ they are 


According to the regulations, 
the highest speed for small cars 
within town and village bou- 
ndaries should not exceed 70 kil- 
ometres per hour (KPH). but 60 
kph for forties and medium pas- 
senger cars which have a weight 
exceeding five tonnes. 

It said that this will be app- 
licable if- these vehicles run on 
mam roads with multiple lanes 


No nuclear power plant 

Mr. Charpentier emphasised 
that "there is no consideration 
whatsoever of setting up a nuclear 
power plant in Jordan." He exp- 
lained that “purely technical rea- 
sons are behind such a conclusion, 
for Jordan does not need such a 
facility." 


we are confident ihaV they are' and divided by a line or island in 

quite competent to conduct sim- , thc ®' ddJe - S . raaJJ rmmmg on 
:i • , . ji 1 twn-Iane main mads with a div- 


iiar studies independently in the 
future.” 

The final form of the study is 
expected to be ready by May/June 
1985, a JEA spokesman said. 
“The draft final report has been 
presented to the concerned dep- 
artments, which will-study its rec- 
ommendations and adopt app- 
ropriate action." he added. 


DLDNA takes steps to promote reading, establish libraries 


By Raghda Az izfeh 
Special to the Jurdaa Times 

AMMAN — Often we hear that 
Jordan is not a "reading nation" 
— which leads one to ask * why?’ Is 
it perhaps the high cost of books 
which prevents people from rea- 
ding. Newcomers to Jordan find 


First steps 

The first steps towards ach- 
eiving this aim have been col- 
lecting books, training the req- 
uired manpower and drawing up a 
system to be applied in running 
the libraries. "We are now con- 
centrating our efforts on the 


the country lacking in public lib- - physical layout of a main library 
rary services, yei statistics reveal for Amman and this necessitates 


' that library users are mainly sch- 
olars and that libraries are seldom 
. used for cultural or social reasons. 

- In an interview with the Jordan 
'Times. Dr. Ahmad Shark as. dir- 
ector general of the Department 
of Libraries, Documentation and 
National Archives (DLDNA) 
says: “When it is said that we are 
notra ‘reading public' it is in some 
ways exaggerated. But this does 
not, .hide the fact that we should 
develop our reading habits.” 
Discussing efforts to promote 
reading through the establishment 
of public libraries. Dr. Sharkas 
went on to say that his department 
aims to develop a network of pub-, 
lie libraries in every town and v'd- 
lage in Jordan, starting with a lib- 
rary in Amman. 


that we develop our programmes 
in a way which does not conflict 
with the services already ava- 
ilable. We have also been col- 
lecting cards representing the 
books available in the major lib- 
raries in Jordan, identifying the 
books and their location. At the 
moment this is all being done 
manually but it will no doubt bec- 
ome automated sooner or later 
and we have now collected about 

100,000 cards so far in the dep- 
artment." Dr. Sharkas explained. 

Although the site of the new 
Amman library has not yet been 
approved, it is hoped that it will be 
located next to the Royal Cultural 
Centre. Efforts are being made to 
allocate the land for the building 
and design work for the building is 


going ahead, incorporating Isl- 
amic and Arab architectural des- 
igns. according to Dr. Sharkas. 

Reaching out 

Elaborating on the national 
network of libraries plan; Dr. Sha- 
rkas outlined (he department's 
“Reach Out" programme which 
involves expanding and pro- 
moting the project to most areas 
of the Kingdom and not only con- 
centrating, on major cities such as 
Irbid and Zarqa. “It has been our 
policy to reach out to every area of 
Jordan and to try and spread awa- 
reness about reading, the imp- 
ortance of books and libraries and 
to help people develop their rea- 
ding habits." said Dr. Sharkas. 

In order to do this, the dep- 
artment has adopted an inn- 
ovative anti interesting mobile lib- 
rary system using a “Reading 
Tent” — a brightly coloured por- 
table tent equipped with a sel- 
ection of books which is set up in 
remote areas and small com- 
munities. Dr. Sharkas says that 
this tent has been very successful 
as it relates directly to the history 




Children busy themselves browsing through a sel- 
ection of books in the Department of Libraries, 
Documentation, and National Archives brightly 


coloured reading tent which hi set up in rural areas 
to encourage reading habits (DLDNA photo) 


Ahmad Sharkas 

and culture of both the East and 
West Banks of Jordan. 

The department tries to involve 
all the community’s members in 
the project to ensure success. The 
village council, women’s ass- 
ociations and the municipality are 
all encouraged to participate and 
become involved in setting up a 
library for their community. One 
successful example of the reading 
tent project is in Wadi Musa 
where the townspeople set up 
their own library as a result of the 
tent visiting their area. Dr. Sha- 
rkas said that the Wadi Musa pro- 
ject was most successful for social 
reasons — the community has no 
recreation facilities or television 
and a library filled both the social 
need and the recreation need. 

The DLDNA also helps the vil- 
lages and towns to establish their 
libraries by providing equipment . 
such as furniture and shelves to I 
help the people set up reading 
halls. Inter-library loaning sys- 
tems where a reading hall can bor- : 
row books from a larger libraiy 
nearby helps smaller libraries to 
have a wider selection of books. 
Dr. Sharkas said. 

The local communities con- 
tribute to the project by donating 
the land and the building for the 
library or, as in the case of Zarqa. 
by helping to raise funds for the 
project. Dr. Sharkas said that the 
DLDNA with the help of Z&rq a ’ s 
.citizens, was able, to raise JD 
60.000 for the Zarqa libraiy pro- 
ject. The libraiy will be est- 
ablished on a five-dunum area 
of land in a central pan of the city 


and will serve as a model for oth- 
ers. he said. The plans for this pro- 
ject are almost ready and will be 
available soon for engineering off- 
ices to bid on the tender. Dr.Sha- 
rkas added. 

Computer system 

Discussing cataloguing library 
cards by computer. Dr. Sharkas 
said that the DLDNA is coo- 
perating with the Royal Scientific 
Society tu catalogue library cards 
on computers. The department 
has experimented wiih the system 
by cataloguing 10.000 cards on 
computer and hopes to cony on 
with the project, depending on 
finances. 

Dr. Sharkas said that once the 
DLDNA is centrally com- 
puterised. this will facilitate and 
control national cataloguing with 
participants in the system being 
able to refer to the department to 
order or copy book cards from the 
DLDNA files. "A computerised 
system would also enable the dep- 
artment to readily supply libraries 
with any necessary information | 
and would improve our services." | 
Dr. Sharkas concluded. I 


1 two-lane main roads with a div- 
iding island should not exceed the 
60 kph limit, while trucks and 
other vehicles, with more than five 
tonne weights should not exceed 
the 50 kph limit. 

Small cars running on a two- 
way roads with no dividing island 
should not exceed 50 kph, while 
trucks and other vehicles with 
more than five tonne weights will 
have a maximum speed of 40 kph. 

The regulations granted the 
Traffic Department and mun- 
icipalities authority to reduce 
these speed limits for certain den- 
sely populated areas and to fix 
road signs to draw motorists' att- 
ention to IL 

Also according to the reg- 
ulations small cars running on hig- 
hways should not exceed 90 kph 
while medium passenger vehicles 
and lorries of five tonnes and more 
should not run at more than 80 
kph on roads with multiple- lanes 
and divided by aa island. 


FURNISHED FLATS ^ 
FOR RENT 

Fuify-furnishecf one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, wfw carpet, colour 
T.V., central heating, tel- 
ephone. 

Two locations, Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 
i ' after 2 p.m. 
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WttATHC VOCALBtHTM DUO 


ENJOY YOURSELF 
RELAXING AT THE: 

OASIS LOUNGE 

TO THE SWEETEST 
VOICES IN JORDAN 




Mr. Fayez and the acc- 
ompanying delegation were also 


received by Consultative Council 
Speaker Subhi Abdul Kareera. 

The Jordanian delegation arr- 
ived in Cairo Wednesday morning 
on a visit lasting one week and 
were received by Dr. Mahjoub 
and a number of Egyptian par- 
liamentarians. 

In a statement at the airport, 
Mr. Fayez said that the latest 
Jordanian- Palestinian agreement 
is based on the convening of an 
international peace conference. 
United Nations Security Council 
resolutions. Israel's withdrawal 
from the occupied Arab territories 
and the peace for land principle. 

He added that he hoped this 
visit would help bolster relations 
between the two brotherly cou- 
ntries. 

The delegation is scheduled to 
meet with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak aad Prime Min- 
ister Kamal Hassan Ali on Thu- 
rsday. 

The delegation will also meet a 
number of Egyptian officials and 
wiih make visits to several cities 
and lour Egypt's historical and 
archaeological sites. 


Jordanian women prepare 
for national conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A national 
conference on the role of Jor- 
danian women will be held in 


grammes and an agenda that will 
include ai least three main sub- 
jects: Women and equality: 


Amman on May 14 under the pat- women and development and 
ronage of Her Majesty tjueen women and peace. 


Noor. This was announced by 
Mrs. Haifa AI Bashir. President of 
the Jordanian Women's Fed- 


The subject of women and equ- 
ality tackles issues related to 
women vis-a-vis religion, laws and 


eration (JWF). who said that the political activity as well as 
conference wiil be part of pre- women's position in cultural and 
parations going on for the int- social activity and education. Mis. 
emationaJ women's conference to Bashir said. 


be held in Nairobi, Kenya in July 
1985. 

'Mrs. Bashir said that a special 
committee has been set up by the 
JWF. which is organising the nat- 
ional conference, to prepare pro- 


Mrs. Bashir said the subject 
'women and development* covers 
the role of women in production, 
training, health and other act- 
ivities and fields where women are 
employed. 


Academy aims to promote Arabic 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Academy for Arabic Lan- 
guage (JAAL) has -requested the Mmistiy of Education to org- 
anise a national team 1 fort he development of Arabic language at 
the ministry’s schools. JAAL has elaborated the methods to be 
adopted in order to develop the standard of Arabic language 
education at schools through developing educational methods, 
upgrading the educational standard of Arabic language teachers, 
developing Arabic language text looks, grammar books, cal- 
ligraphy note books as well as the educational curricula. 


Intermarkets Kuwait 
celebrates 10th 
anniversary partnership 


At a reception, at the residence of 
Mr. Ayham Khleif. General Man- 
ager of Interraarkets Kuwait: exe- 
cutives from M.H. AI Shaya Com- 
pany and from Imermarkets. gat- 
hered to celebrate the occasion. 

To mark this event. Mr. Erwin 
Guerrovich, President of the Int- 
errtrarkets Group, presented to 


the Board of M.H. AI Shaya 
Company, a commemorative pla- 
que featuring the Kuwaiti show. 

The photograph taken during 
the celebration ceremony, shows 
from right to left. Mr. Khalid AI 
Shaya. Mr. Abdullah AJ Shaya. 
Mr. Eiwin Guerrovich. Mr. Abdul 
Rahman AI Shaya. 


r* . i 
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QWLY EXCEPT FMW FROM 6 PM T0 10 PM 


SALES MANAGER WANTED 

A leading manufacturing plant in Jordan is interested 
in recruiting a sales manager with the following spe- 
cifications: 

— Jordanian National, Married. 

— Excellent command in English and Arabic. 

A B.Se'or B.A. Degree. 

— Minimum 5 years experience in sales training, sales 
administration, sales force control. 

— Must own a car. 

All applications will be dealt in strictest confidence, 
tograph to P.0. Box: 926976 Amman - Jordan.. 

If interested please send full C.V. with recent pho- 
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Compelling fairness 

WE ARE keen to see the response from Israeli and Ame- 
rican quarters to tbe Jordanian-Palestinian agreement 
on a diplomatic strategy aimed at a peaceful resolution of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. It will take a while yet for ail tbe 
details and nuances of the PLO- Jordan agreement to 
become known, but it seems clear already that Jordan 
and the PLO have committed themselves firmly, and 
jointly, to a negotiated peace based on the concept of the 
return of occupied territory in exchange for peace. This is 
nothing new, in fact, from the Arab perspective. Jordan, 
the PLO and almost everybody else in the Arab World 
has accepted this principle for many years. But the pol- 
itical muscle of Israel and the political obsequiousness of 
the United States have always combined to leave Arab 
expressions of peace unanswered by equally reasonable 
Israeli or American offers. 

The starting point from tbe Israeli and American views 
is the absolute security of Israel, Arab recognition of 
Israel and the claim that the PLO does not necessarily 
represent the Palestinian people. To seek to negotiate 
peace from such a one-sided perspective is illogical and 
unrealistic, and that is why there has been little progress 
towards peace in recent years. 

Now, Jordan and the PLO, backed by an impressive 
array of Arab and international states, are suggesting a 
reasonable alternative. Let Israel, the Palestinians and 
the other Arab states negotiate in the basis of equal rights 
for Palestinians and Israelis. Let there be security for 
both Israelis and Palestinians, and guaranteed sov- 
ereignty for all the states of the region. The element of 
reciprocity, balance and fairness in the Jordanian- 
Palestinian position should be compelling to those in the 
world who make a big thing of -equality of all people 
before God and the law, due process, and the self- 
determination of all peoples as a sacred human right. We 
hope that the new Jordanian-Palestinian position is stu- 
died carefully by those who talk so much of peace, but 
have only approached peace-making to date from tbe 
perspective of the primacy of Israeli concerns. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Joint peaceful drive 

THE JORDANIAN- Palestinian agreement on joint moves for res- 
olving the Palestine problem opens a new stage at the local and 
international level for renewed efforts aimed at achieving a lasting 
peace. The agreement emphasises an important fact that any Arab 
consensus and unified position should be first based on a Jordanian- 
Palestinian agreement. 

Within the context of building a unified Arab stand following the 
Jordanian-Palestinian agreement. King Hussein made a visit to Alg- 
eria to discuss with its president ways of rallying support far the Arab 
cause in the international arena. The visit comes amidst of a flurry of 
.diplomatic activity launched by King Fahd in Washington, to be 
followed there by Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. Both visits 
and Arab- American talks are bound to achieve a positive result 
favouring the Arab stand. 

The Arab leaders' talks with the American administration are 
aimed at break mg the present deadlock in the peace process, against 
the wishes of Israel. All Arab people wish their leaders success in 
then endeavours for unifying the nation's position and in coo- 
rdinating efforts for reestablishing justice and peace. 

Al Dustour; For a unified Arab stand 

KING HUSSEIN'S visit to Algeria and his talks with President 
Chadli Benjedid open up a new stage in the efforts by the King to 
establish Arab solidarity and build a unified Arab stand in the face of 
•all challenges and dangers the Arabs are facing at present. 

- The two leaders have a wide range of issues to tackle which, among 
others, include the Iran-Iraq war, the current situation in the occ- 
upied Arab territories and Israel's practices against the Arab citizens 
in South Lebanon and Palestine. No doubt both leaders will discuss 
the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement which forms a basis for an 
overall /^ab diplomatic move to solve the Palestine problem. 

There is no doubt that the brotherly relations and mutual respect 
between Jordan and Algeria will help the two leaders to discuss issues 
in a frank and open atmosphere which undoubtedly will contribute 
towards favourable solutions for Arab problems. 

Both Jordan and Algeria have major roles to play in the east and’ 
the western parts of the Arab World respectively, and King Hussein 
and President Benjedid will no doubt exert all their efforts towards 
solving inter Arab differences as a basic requirement for helping the 
Arab Nation regain its rights. 

Sawt Al Shaab: For aborting Israel’s plans 

THE JORDANIAN-Palestinian agreement on joint moves for est- 
ablishing peace in the Middle East came as a fruit of prolonged 
meetings and intensive efforts on both sides. It also was a direct result 
of the deliberations of the Palestine National Council in Amman last 
-November and an inevitable response to rapidly moving events and 
developments in the Arab and international arenas. 

■pie agreement is designed to abort Israel's colonial plans in Pal- 
estine and to regain the rights of the Palestinian people in then- 
homeland. The agreement is based on U.N. resolutions which enjoy 
support by the international community, and this is reason enough 
for its future success. The agreement reflects a deep desire by both 
sides to achieve peace and to put attend to Israel's expansionist aims 
that are designed to perpetuate occupation and evict the legitimate 
owners from their land in Palestine. Last but not least, the agreement 
should serve as a dear sign for the United States, which continues to 
support the Israeli enemy that both Palestinians and Jordanians are 
willing to walk the path of peace. 


Shultz praises U.S.-Saudi understanding 


* 


Mideast talks had better begin soon, says Shultz 


Following are extracts front remarks made by U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz at a luncheon held in honour of King Fahd Feb. 11, 
1985. 


YOUR MAJESTY, we are hon- 
oured to greet you. You have 
come as a friend, and we have tal- 
ked today as only friends can do. 
We have benefited from your 
views. Our countries have tra- 
velled far together during the past 
half century. Our cooperation has 
taken many forms but has always 
had the same goals — the mutual 
benefit of our two nations, in the 
context of peace and economic 
progress through the region. 

Yon have spoken of your con- 
cern about the ever-present pot- 
ential for violence and trouble in 


the Middle East if there is not 
movement toward peace. We, 
agree.. The security and well-being 
- not only of your kingdom, but of 
all the states of the region, require 
a just and lasting peace between 
Israel and all its Arab neighbours. 

History shows there is only one 
road to such a peace: Direct neg- 
otiations between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours based on the 
territory-for-peace formula of 
Security Council Resolution 242. 
Negotiations work. Permanent 
arrangements for peace have been 
established in one treaty of peace. 


And we will not rest until the same 
can be said for all the other areas 
affected by the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict 

President Reagan, on Sept I, 
1982, proposed a set of positions 
that could point the way to an equ- 
itable settlement. He made dear 
that we seek a peace that will both 
satisfy the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people and assure the 
security of the state of Israel. 

Our positions need not be acc- 
epted by any other party in adv- 
ance of negotiations. Indeed, we 
■ would expect each party to bring, 
its own preferred positions' to the . 
table at the outset and to press 
them vigorously. It is in this res- 
pect, Your Majesty, that there 


could be a most useful role for the 
principles endorsed by tbe Arab 
summit of Fez in 1982. In know 
you laboured long and hard for. 
those principles. While they differ 
from our own ideas in a number of 
important respects, they could 
contribute importantly to the dev- 
elopment* of the position that an 
.Arab negotiator brings to the 
table. 

Both President Reagan's ini- 
tiative and the Fez Declaration 
refer to tbe concept of a tra- 
nsitional period in the West Bank 
and Gaza. The President des- 
cribed the purpose of such a per- 
iod as the peaceful and orderly 
transfer of authority from Israel to 
the Palestinian inhabitant^ wit- 


hout interference with Israels 
security requirements. Successful 
negotiations for a transitional per- 
iod would be a major tangible step 
on the road to peace in the region. . 

I sense the region is moving 
steadily towards a resumption of 
active negotiations. We have been 
frying to htrild towards that goal, 
block by block, by helping arrange 
Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon 
with security for IsraeTs northern 
border, by urging continued imp- 
rovement in Egypt ian-Israe If rel- 
ations, and by seeking to improve 
■tbe quality of life for the Pal- 
estinians. 

The problems that must be ove- 
rcome when negotiations are joi- 


ned are monumental in their com- 
pkxity — but they are. not ins- 
urmountable. And it is dear that 
nothing win be achieved until 
negotiations get started. - 

The positions the president put 
forth on Sept. 1 remain as. imp- 
ortant — arid urgent — today as 
they were then. We are ready to 
pursue them with great energy and 
determination, wftenevenhe par- 
ties m the region are prepared to 
negotiate. The risks and dang e r s 
that we face in the absence of pro- 
gress — on which we and Saudi 
Arabia agree — lead us to one 
crucial conclusion: The sooner 
negotiations -begin, the bettor for 
all concerned — USIA. 


U.S. declaration of independence on 'Third World' 


By William Saflre 

WASHINGTON — A strong, 
new American policy has been 
evolving towards the “Third 
World." The new way was found 
with LOST, the most apt acronym 
of the postwar era — the Law of 
the Sea Treaty, a grab for the nat- 
ural resources of the next century 
by the politicians representing the 
most backward and totalitarian 
nations. 

The Reagan administration ref- 
used to sign LOST because it did 
not want the United States to bec- 
ome a party to the socialisation of 
the sea, setting up an una- 
ccountable and self-perpetuating 
world bureaucracy dedicated to 
regulating and taxing free ent- 
erprise. 

The decision to turn back from 
the brink of LOST infuriated the 
devotees of world government. 
Denunciations .of our “law- 
lessness" came from the back 
seats of limousines with dip- 
lomatic license plates eveiywhere, 
and liberal establishmentarians 
here excoriated the decision to put 
our national self-interest and pri- 
nciples of a free economy ahead of 
‘world opinion.” 

True, the United States was 
“isolated,” but gained the quiet 


respect of allies who recognised 
belatedly that the most backward 
nations — often manipulated by 
the SdViet bloc and the Arab bloc 
— had taken control of the United 
Nations. With the trap of LOST 
averted. President Reagan foc- 
used on the dirty little secret of the 
United Nations: the high living 
and rampant corruption in UNE- 
SCO. where Director-General 
Amadou Mahtar M’Bow of Sen- 
egal blew hundreds of millions on 
‘"administrative expenses” in 
Paris, with the U.S. tax-payers 
carrying most of the burden. 

When we withdrew from the 
financing of ' that playpen for 
“Third World” diplomats and 
their inamoratas, Mr. M’Bow 
hired a Washington publicity firm 
for $15,000 a month to whip up 
the usual, ^tablishmem support 
for subsidising international org- ' 
anisations. The whitewash failed: 
the U.N. Educational. Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation is so 
blatantly anti-freedom, anti- 
United States and anti-Israel that 
not even the most liberal knees 
will jerk. Britain and Singapore 
have followed the U.S. lead out of 
this organisation. 

Mr. M’Bow, with some money 
from Libya, vows to sue America 
for 1985 support in the World 


Court That brings us to the third 
decision of Mr. Reagan in def- 
iance of the elite that presumes to 
call itself “world opinion.” The 
World Court has become a UNE- 
SCO of the law. The court’s judges 
— mainly from “Third World" 
and Soviet bloc countries — are 
subject to pressures from back 
home. 

Not surprisingly, the “Third 
World” and Soviet-bloc pol- 
iticians at the Hague have reached 
beyond all precedent to take up 
the cause of the Communist reg- 
ime in Nicaragua against the Uni- 
ted States, The charges suit the 
propaganda of both the Soviet 
Union and Nicaragua. 

The Reagan response to a 
power-grabbing World Court is 
the same as his response to a 
money-grabing UNESCO and 
a resource-grabbing world bur- 
eaucracy at LOST America’ will 
not submit. 

The essential reason we will not 
submit our national security dec- 
isions to a foreign court, or con- 
tinue to finance personal and pol- 
itical corruption at UNESCO, or 
turn over the freedom and res- 
ources of the sea to the world boo- 
ndogglers, is this: Our national 
interest in freedom, justice and 


democracy is far greater than our 
concern for an increasingly str- 
ident, intolerant and often corrupt 
elite that claims to represent 
“world opinion." 

That is why the taunt of Nic- 
aragua’s defenders in the United 
States — that our refusal to submit 
to the 1 Hague court’s certain jud- 
gment is an admission of guilt — 
has so little sting. The place for the 
United States to debate the mor- 
ality of our methods of hem- 
ispheric defence is in the U.S. 
Congress, not in some Third Wor- 
ldly star chamber. 

In our Declaration of Ind- 
ependence, "a decent .respect to 
die opinions of mankind" com- 
pelled us to give our reasons for 
separation. The word “decent” in 
that time and context meant “fit- 
ting" ; but as “Third World" dic- 
tators took over international bod- 
ies, such respect ceased to be fit- 
ting. 

Our new independence from 
. backward-nation majorities will 
not isolate us from sensible allies. 
Our respect for world opinion 
should be measured by the “Third 
World's" respect for democracy 
and freedom, and for the sup- 
erpower that makes those values 
possible — The New York Times. 



'Whatever happened to that big melting potT 



' France's ' islands outweigh their size 


Unofficial diplomats 

• j -Vj - 
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can get results where 


governments fail 


By Paul Treuthardt 

Associated Press 

PARIS — Small territories dotted 
across the world from the fog- 
bound coast of Canada to the 
South PacifiCare aU thatTemain of 
a French Empire that "once Con- 
trolled vast expanses of North 
America, Africa and Asia. 

But they have economic and 
political importance far beyond 
their seeming insignificance, and 
violent independence demands on 
the Pacific island of New Cal- 
edonia has brought fears of “the 
contagion” spreading. 

They provide nuclear test sites 
and a space base, conventional 
raw materials and agricultural 
wealth. They bring the vision of 
raining the seabed — a French 
seabed — for colossal mineral ric- 
hes. 

Politically, “overseas territories 
ensures France’s presence thr- 
oughout the world,” says an off- 
icial publication. “They will bec- 
ome increasingly the best ins- 
truments for the diffusion of 
French technology, savoir faire 
(know how), culture and influence 
in their geographic zones.” 

French political support for Bri- 
tain in the Falklands war was dir- 
ectly inspired by France’s own isl- 
and possessions. By international 
agreement, any island projects a 
320-kilometre radius economic 
zone — even tiny Gipperton in 
the Pacific off Mexico, home to 
only birds, and crabs. 

France thus controls 11.5 mil- 
lion square kilometres of sea and' 
seabed resources and remains the 
world's third largest oceanic 


power. 

Close cooperation between 
government and industry keeps 
France a leader in undersea tec- 
hnology to exploit the situation, as 
oil exploration moves into deeper 
waters and rich fields of seabed 
minerals are' charted. 

Overseas France, with 1 .6 mil- 
lion inhabitants, is quickly en- 
umerated. Four“ departments!" — 
all former colonies that opted for 
department status in 1946 — are 
legally as much France as the Paris 
suburbs. They are the Carribean ■ 
islands of Martinique and Gua- 
deloupe, Guiana in South Ame- 
rica with its Kourou Base for Eur- 
opean satellite launchers, and 
Reunion in the Indian Ocean. 

Four territories have varying 
degrees of autonomy — the Pol- 
ynesian Islands around Tahiti and 
the Mururoa Atoll nuclear test 
ground, the central Pacific arc- 
hipelagos of Wallis and Futuna, 
scattered Antarctic islands, and 
New Caledonia. 

At the Mouth of Canada's Sl 
L awrence River, some 30 kil- 
ometres off the Newfoundland 
coast and 4,750 kilometres from 
Paris, the rock-bound islands of 
St. Pierre and Miquelon have been 
home to sturdy French fishermen 
since the 1 6th century. 

Quarrels with Canada over fis- 
hing rights are unsolved. Cur- 
rently also a department, its status 
is to change to ease trade pro- 
blems with North America linked 
to French membership of the Eur- 
opean Common Market. 

In the Indian Ocean, the Com- 
oro islaad of Mayotte has a unique, 
administrative status. The three 


neighbouring islands, pre- 
dominantly Muslim, became ind- 
ependent in 1974. With an imp- 
ortant Roman Catholic influence, 
Mayotte voted overwhelmingly to 
remain French. 

French officials contend no 
“contagion" threat exists, str- 
essing marginal electoral results of 
independence advocates eve- ' 
rywhere except New Caledonia. 
They like recalling that the Car- 
ribean islands “were part of Fra- 
nce before Nice, before Alsace 
and Lorraine." 

Corsica, which has been French ■ 
since Napoleonic times, is con- 
sidered pan of metropolitan, not 
overseas, France. 

Austerity has brought com- 
plaints, but France massively sup- 
ports its overseas possessions, 
where civil servants get up to 40 
per cent extra pay. State operating 
expenses contribute 60 percent of- 
revenue in the Carribean dep- 
artments, there is no income tax in 
the territories, and agricultural 
production is heavily subsidised. ■ 

No overall figure is revealed, 
officially being fragmented in myr- 
iad budget entries, but grants at' 
municipal level alone exceed $ 100' 
million a year. 

.The scattered departments and 
territories have distinctive pol- 
itical patterns. 

After New Caledonia , ind- 
ependence is a troublesome issue 
mainly in Guadeloupe, though 
advocates scored only three per 
cent in the last local elections. The 
banned Caribbean Revolutionary 
Alliance (ARC) has staged rep- 
eated bombings and a leading 


local architect, died in the exp- 
losion of a bomb he was .allegedly 
transporting! 

Stiff sentences of five to seven 
years’ jail were handed down rec- 
ently on 10 numbers. On an island 
of some 340.000 people, they had 
200 supporters outside the cou- 
rthouse. 

Nearby N^artinique has a more 
subtle approach. Its venerated 
political leader, poet Aime Ces- 
aire, has declared a moratorium 
on his life-long independence eff- 
orts while the island experiments 
with extensive powers granted 
under the Socialist government’s 
decentralisation policy. 

In the Pacific, Wallis and Fut- 
una islanders are among the sta- 
unchest supporters of continued 
French rule. There aresoihe pro- 
tests in Tahiti against continued 
nuclear tests on Mururoa Atoll 
1,200 kilometres away, but tbe 
military makes an important con- 
tribution to the economy. A rec- 
ent visitor described the tiny ind- 
ependence movement in Papeete 
as “languid." 

j Reunion has achieved rem- 
arkable stability among its int- 
tnixed racial streams and 
the fiercely nationalistic 
Premier Michel-Debre tq 

Pare. 

' But unemployment and great 
disparity in living standards pose 
an officially acknowledged threat 
of future upheaval. Some 14,000 
school-leavers each year have no 
job prospects, and heavy une- 
mployment in France has cut that 
traditional escape route from 
Reunion as from all of overseas 
.France.- 



By John Rogers 

Reuser 

LONDON — The rare art of fri- 
nge diplomacy, practised by uno- 
fficial trouble-shooters acting in 
place of government envoys, has - 
jiist chalked up another success. 

With relations between Libya, 
and Britain cut since last April, a 
Church of England emissary has' 
won national acclaim by securing 
the release, of four Britons det- 
ained in Libya. 

Terry .'Waite, an aide of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, went 
to Tripoli and patiently argued the 
case for freeing the detainees, act- 
ing like a diplomat but without the 
authority of an official envoy. 

His success recalled the ach- 
ievement 13 months ago of Jesse 
Jackson, the American pastor and 
black political leader who was 
seeking the Democratic Party’s 
presidential nomination. 

Mr. Jackson visited .Damascus 
and persuaded Syria to free a cap- 
tured black U.S. airman. Alt- 
hough the United States and Syria 
have diplomatic relations, efforts 
by the Reagan administration and 
its embassy in the country had fai- 
led. 

President Reagan made clear he 
opposed Mr. Jackson’s mission 
but hailed its outcome, saying 
"you can’t quarrel with success." 

The Reverend Waite already 
had a track record as an unofficial ’ 
diplomat after securing the release 
of three British missionaries det- 
ained in Iran in 1981. - • 

It was this success that pro- 
mpted his use as a go-between 
with Libya — although the Arc- 
hbishop of Canterbury, Robert 
Runcie, and Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher s government both 
claimed the credit for sending him 
to Tripoli. 

The Reverend Waite’s tec- 
hnique in Iran and Libya was sim- 
ilar to Mr. Jackson’s in Syria: both 
established goodwill with aut- 
horities unwilling to make con- 
cessions to governments. It suited 
the authorities to strike deals, but 
not with official representatives. 

In the Reverend Waite’s case, 
being achurch representative was 
a useful credential when he talked 
with officials in Iran and Libya, 
both heavily influenced by mil- 
itant Islam. Syria's gesture to Mr. 
Jackson was widely seen as an att- 
empt to embarrass the U.S. gov- 
ernment. 

Other unofficial envoys on the 
diplomatic fringes have included 
Arm and Hammer, the 86- 
year-old billionaire U.S. ind- 


ustrialist and oilman, who ha 
been a periodic link man be twee* 
Washington and Moscow for mo|t 
of this century. | 

Mr. Hammer, labelled “ Mos- 
cow's favourite capitalist", firk 
went to the Soviet Union in 193 ' 
and made a fortune through trad4 
He has met every Soviet leader 
except the late Yuri Andropo*. 
and his access to the Kremlin lad 
President Kennedy to send him p 
repair damage caused to relations 
after a U.S. spy plane was shjit 
down over the Soviet Union n 
1960. . | 

Two months ago, Soviet Pre- 
sident Konstantin Chernenko met 
Mr. Hammer as the superpowers 
were renewing a dialogue after ia 
year’s freeze. Mr. Chernenko tqld 
the American that he was ready. 1 — 
cm conditions — to meet Mr. Rea- 
gan. j 

Moscow has also used an uno- 
fficial envoy, Victor Louis, a 
Moscow-based journalist with 
rarely-granted permission to work 
for Western newspapers. ■, 

He is sometimes cited a&a sou- 
rce of information revealing the 
Kremlin's inner thinking ^nd has 
long been regarded as an occ- 
asional trouble-shooter for the 
Soviet authorities. 

Western governments 'believe 
the authorities sometimes use Mr. 
Louis to leak information they do 
not want tq disseminate through 
Soviet media or diplomatic cha- 
nnels. 

They say he has acted, on occ- 
asions, as an unofficial emissary 
who can have contacts closed to 
Soviet diplomats — in countries 
with which Moscow has bo rel- 
ations, for instance. 

His name was in the limelight 
last year, when he was' cited as the 
probable source of progress rep-, 
orts on Andrei Sakharov when the 
West was concerned about the 
Health of the exiled Soviet dis- 
sident. 

West European leaders som- 
etimes use personal envoys for 
delicate contacts. 

Roland Dumas — now France’s 
external relations minister —car- 
ried out discreet missions for Pre- 
sident Francois Mitterrand in 
Libya, Gabon and other countries 
from 1981 to 1983 when he was 
just a lawyer and member of the 
National Assembly. 

Other ^ forms of. fringe, dip- 
lomacy include sporting links, 
favoured by the Social!* cou- 
ntries, which like to separate ties 
between governments from those 
between peoples. 
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British capital is happy investing in U.S. 


Europe plays a major role ij 
Britain a dominant one 
tures across the Atlantic 


foreign Investment in the U.S., and' 
Rodger looks at British corporate ven- 
how they have progressed. 


LONDON -*• “You to be 
lucky 1 in life,” says Mr /Stanley 
Grins lead, the chainaaiJf Grand 
Metropolitan, the u/- hotel, 
drinks .and -Insure 
Mr. ; r Grins tead note/ that Gra- 
ndMet was very Juckwith its first 
major U-$. acquisitj®, the tob- 
acco and drinks grop Liggett, in 
1980. There were/) nasty sur- 
prises and the com/ny had good, 
but on derm an ag/. assets that 
CrandMet was abe to put to work - 
fairly quitidy„ H estimates that 
the value of thfLiggett core has 
risen sixfold top -5 billion in only 
four years. 

This is a farity from the popular 
image of B*ish corporate ven- 
tures in U.sAnalysts tend to look 
at PlesseyY failure in 1971 with 
Alloys jmlimited. Midland 
Bank’s mas with Crocker Nat- 

ional B%> Imperial Group's 
problef ridden . -$630 million 
of Howard Johnson m 
1980 &d General Electric Com- 
'unfortunate 1978 $100 
miiiija purchase of AB Dick. 

:t, the disasters are the exc- 
)S. Most big U.S. acq- 
>ns by leading British com- 
in the past decade — and 
have been many — have 
in remarkably successful, and 
directors involved are very 
proud of them. 

/ Among the outstanding exa- 
I raples: 

— Hanson Trust's U.S. base has 
grown through a string of acq- 
uisitions from nothing in 1 973 to a 
turnover of over $1.1 billion and 
profits of $55 million last year. 

— BOCs merger with Airco of 
the U-S. in 1 978 instantly doubled 
the turnover of the industrial gases 
group to £1.2 billion ($1.47 bil- 
lion) and ensured its fixture as a 
world leader in this sector. 

— RacaTs acquisition of MQgo 
for $64 million in 1978 tra- 
nsformed the structure of the ele- 
ctronics group and catapulted k 
into the leadership position in the 
^U.S. market for high speed data 
communications equipment. 
RacaTs revenues from data com- 
munications amounted to only $8 
million in the year before the 
Milgo acquisition. This year they 
should reach $450 million, over a 
third of the group total. 

—Cadbury Schweppe’s$58 mil- 
lion purchase of Peter Paul in 
1978 has helped raise the group's 
confectionery market share in the 
U.S. to a respectable lO.per cefit 1 
as well as contributing sig- 
nificantly to profits. 

There are dozens of other exa- 
mples. BTR, BAT Industries. 
United Biscuits. Beech am, Glaxo 
and T.L have all had good results 
from U.S. ventures. 

La many cases, it has taken time 


for the merit of the takeovers to 
show through. Measured by sta- 
ndard stock market ratios, com- 
panies tend to pay what look like 
veiy high prices for . U.S. acq- 
uisitions.- And they often suffer 
■ painful' teething problems with 
their new U.S. operations. 

Cadbury, for example, made an 
attempt to break into the U.S. cola 
market in 1980 without realising 
the hold that Coco-Cola and 
PepsiCola had on local bottlers. 
After substantial losses, Cadbury 
scaled down its cola venture sub- 
stantially. 

But the dominant view in the 
major British companies that now 
have several years of experience in 
the U.S. is that the effort and the 
suffering have been worthwhile 
and, in some cases, vital to sec- 
uring their future. 

The main attractions of the U.S. 
for foreign industrialists have alw- 
ays been — and still are — the 
huge size and homogeneity of the 
market, the lack of regulation in 
most sectors and the political sta- 
bility of the country. 

However, until the 1970s, U.S. 
assets always seemed very exp- 
ensive to foreigners and so their 
investment remained at modest 
levels. The decline of the dollar 
against most currencies, following 
its detachment from gold price in 
1971, helped to change that view. 
Then the energy crisis hit Europe 
harder than the U.S-, leading 


J 

mapy to conclude that rite outlook 
for most sectors was more pro- 
mising across the Atlantic. 

Total direct foreign investment 
in the U.S. rose from $20.6 billion 
' in 1 973 to S 1 1 1 .4 billion last year. 
Europe accounts for two-thirds of 
this and Britain has consistently 
been the largest singly source in 
Europe. 

In the 1970s, British companies 
had other incentives to head acr- 
oss the Atlantic. The prospects for 
the domestic economy looked par- 
ticularly bleak, as industrial rel- 
ations worsened, and inflation 
soared. Exchange controls were ' 
•distorting financial management 
decisions. Leading companies, 
such asBOC, Pilkington. Cadbury 
Schweppes and many others 
which once had strong int- 
ernational positions, were losing 
their grip on former colonial mar- 
kets. many of which were no lon- 
ger stable or growing anyway. 
Although Britain was just ent- 
ering the European Community, 
markets In Europe looked ina- 
ccessible. 

Sir Adrian Cadbury, chairman 
of Cadbury Schweppes, recalls 
that in 1 973 about 12 per cent of 
group assets were in Australia, but 
only seven percent in North Ame- 
rica. “We didn't chink we have our 
assets balanced. with our market 
opportunities,” he says. “The ass- 
ets we have are our brands, and 
the only way to expand is to get 
them into bigger markets." 

Sir Leslie Smith, chairman of 
BOC, says the group had rec- 
ognised in the early 1960s the 


need to expand to the U.S. “We 
were mainly in areas of low growth 
to the Southern Hemisphere. 
Also, there were technology dev- 
elopments coming out of the U.S.. 
such as the use of nitrogen in food 
freezing, and we needed to be nea- 
rer these developments." 

BOC was something of an exc- 
eption in going to the U.S. for tec- 
hnology. Most British — and Eur- 
opean — companies set out for 
America with the assumption that 
products, processes or services 
that were successful to Europe 
could also succeed in the U.S. 

The preferred method of est- 
ablishing a beach-head in the U.S. 
was to make an acquisition. Man- 
agers assumed that this would be 
less risky and costly than starting 
out from scratch with new plants. 
BOC. for example, calculated in 
the late 1960s that if it tried to 
enter the U.S. market by building 
an oxygen plant, it would cost 
£250 million and take 10 years to 
get a five per cent market share. 
“Thai was one way to go, but it 
was too pricey for our blood," says 
Sir Leslie. Airco. the company ult- 
imately acquired in 1978. gave 
BOC an instant 1 4 per cent of the 
U.S. market. 

However, acquisitions were not 
made without pain. British com- 
panies often found their bids con- 
tested, which to the U.S. can inv- 
olve a lot of frustrating legal man- 
oeuvring. 

Lord King, chairman of Bab- 
cock ImemationaL still chuckles 
at the advice from his U.S. sol- 
icitor when he was to testify on 


SOME KEY ACQUISITIONS 


Company 

Company acquired 

Value ($m) 

1978 

Standard & Chartered Bank 

Union Bank Corp 

365 

Nat West Bank 

Nat Rank of America (75%) 

300 

BAT Industries 

Appleton Papers 

280 

Unilever • 

National Starch 

485 

1979 

Imperial Group 

Howard Johnson 

618 

Beecham 

Jovan 

85 

1980 



Midland Bank 

Crocker Nat Bank (51%) 

595 

BTR 

Hnyck 

155 

Hawker SiddeJey 

Fasoo Industries 

100 

Grand Metropolitan 

Liggett Corp 

527 

Barclays Bank 

Aetna Business Credit 

165 

1981 


' 

Graand Metropolitan 

Intercontinental Hotels 

500 

Hanson Trust ■ 

Lemd and General j • 

McDonough 

79 

Government Employees Life 

137 

. •: . . ' ? 

'"•o n, ! 


1982 

. 


BAT Industries 

Marshall Field & Co 

.365 

Beecham 

J B Williams 

100 

Redland 

Boston Industries 

70 

1983 



Rowntree Mackintosh 

Tom’s Foods 

215 


anti-trust charges levelled against 
Baboock when it was bidding for 
American Chain and Cable in 
1976. “He told me, 'Company 
chairmen believe they should 
trace eveiy yard of the fall of every 
sparrow. Remember, it is not a 
crime in thiscG^try to be an idiot, 
to know nothing and lo be cha- 
irman of Babcock." 

And many companies made the 
mistake of assuming that existing 
managers would carry on loyally 
until the newcomers acquired a 
more intimate understanding of 
the environment. 

In fact, the existing top man- 
agers usually — and und- 
erstandably — lost interest in the 
business immediately either bec- 
ause they no longer had an equity 
interest or because they missed 
their previous independence. 

One company chairman still 
regrets having agreed to leave the 
former owner-chief executive in 
charge. “The day he got our che- 
que, he turned oFf,” the chairman 
said. The acquisition responded 
far too slowly to the subsequent 
slump in demand for its products 
and suffered large losses. 

Understandably, British exe- 
cutives tend to be diffident at first 
about imposing themselves on 
U.S. organisations. But they usu- 
ally find, to i heir surprise and del- 
ight. that they have no reason to 
feel inferior to their U.S. cou- 
nterparts. 

“I embarked on this with fear 
and trepidation." Mr. Grinstcad 
says of GrandMet's entry into the 
U.S. “There was this myth of the 
working breakfast and all the rest. 
But I think we work harder than 
they do." He now avoids working 
breakfasts as much as he can. 

Mr. Brian Knightiey. finance 
director of Babcock, comments: 
“American managers have a lot of 
style, but they don’t pay enough 
attention to detail. Their business 
schools teach them about rec- 
eivables buL not cash man- 
agement. Until this last recession, 
they have not had to live with the 
kind of problems we have had."_ 
Mr. Knightiey says Airco had 1 50* 
people in its headquarters when 
Babcock took it over. Now there 
are only 45 and they run other 
Babcock interests too. 

BOC had the advantage of a 
business relationship with Airco 
since 1967. “We knew that the 
management was highly cen- 
tralised,” Sir Leslie says. “That 
has changed dramatically and the 
company is sharper commercially 
and technologically. Most of the 
people in positions of influence at 
Airco have come in the last five 
years." 

Companies believe, as a rule, 
that the senior executives in their 
U.S. subsidiaries should be Ame- 
rican, but they have not hesitated, 
when they felt necessary, to send 


in British executives. In BOCs 
case, the problem did not arise, 
because the managing director of 
Airco. Mr. Dick Giordano, bec- 
ame managing- director of the 
whole group. 

Many British companies that 
invested in the U.S. in the 1970s 
planned to retain U.S. quotations 
for the shares of the companies 
they acquired, with a view to rai- 
sing equity and making further 
acquisitions without having io 
worry about U.K. exchange and 
dividend controls. 

In (he event, none has done so. 
thanks in large part to the eli- 
mination of exchange and div- 
idend controls in Britain. Also, 
those that took over quoted com- 
panies acquired an instant dislike 
of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission's stringent disclosure 
requirements. “The worst thing is 
having to report quarterly, bec- 
ause it is misleading -for sha- 
reholders." Mr. Grinstcad says. 

Companies have found that 
they can get access to funds abr- 
oad in many other ways. Cadbury, 
for example, has just raised S95 
million in a successful issue of 
depositary receipts for its shares in 
the U.S. market. 

. The other unpleasant discovery- 
made by the pioneers across the 
Atlantic was the Americans' sen- 
sitivity lo indications of corporate 
collusion. 

“It was a nasty surprise to find 
out how extraordinarily litigious a 
society the U.S. is.” Sir Leslie 
Smith says.“ U.S. managers won’t 
even have a game of golf with a 
competitor. It is inconceivable to a 
British industrial manager. If aff- 
ects your relationships with cus- 
tomers and employees too." 

The proof of British companies' 
overall satisfaction with their U.S. 
investments is that most have gone 
on to make more of them, both 
through takeovers and direct plant 
investments. GrandMet, for exa- 
mple. followed its Liggett pur- 
chase in 1980 with that of Int- 
ercontinental Hotels in 1981- and 
Children's World last year. 

And Mr. Grinstcad is already 
looking for another. “We would 
like to bring our U.S. profit stream 
in fine with that from the U.K." 
he says. 

Even those, such as Northern 
Foods, which had a very rocky ride 
with its first U.S. acquisition. Blu- 
ebird, in 1979. have tended to go 
back for more. Northern’s second 
U.K. takeover. Keystone Foods, 
in late 1 982 was a w'mner'from the 
starl- 

Executives agree that Britain is 
now a much better place to which 
to invest than a decade ago. but 
.the fundamental attractions of the 
U.S. — its size, stability and 
growth prospects — continue io 
loom large — Financial Times 
news feature. 


Jaguars rival tigers as expert 

lead a secretive life 


swimmers, 

By Joy Ascbenbach 

WASHINGTON — When it 
comes to status, the jaguar — the 
cat, hot the car — can’t compete 
with the three other big cats, the 
lion, tiger, and leopard, the jag- 
uar’s closest relative. 

Its image problem lies in the 
nature of -the beast. The world's 
largest spotted cat leads a very 
secretive life in thickly forested 
jungles in inhospitable toads, from 
Mexico south into Argentina. It is- 
one of the most mysterious of all 
large pats, and one of the most 
threatened. No one knows for sure 
how many are left. 

Feared and revered, the jaguar 
has a reputation as a killer. The 
.instinctive reaction that still pre- 
vails among people deep in the 
interior of Brazil, for example, is 
to shoot “el tigre" oo sight — not 
get to know him. 

During the three years that wil- 
dlife biologist Howard Quigley 
spent there studying the animat 
more jdguars were killed to the 
wild than were captured for res- 
earch. "It’s considered macho," 
he says. 

Dr.' Quigley's research — the . 
first to focus on a jaguar family — 
found' that jaguars rival, and pos- 
sibly surpass, tigers to at least one 
arena: water. They have no fear of 
piranhas and caimans, are rem- 
arkably good swimmers, and can 
easily cross five-mile aquatic exp- 
anses. 

In the swampy Pantan ai region . 
of southwestern Brazil, they must 
swim to survive. Jn the rainy sea- 
son, more than 70 per cent of the 
nearly 25 million acres of savanna 
. are under water for as much as she 
months of the year. 

“Jaguars have no problem 
going from one patch of forest to 
another through water six feet 
deep to Bod prey,” says T>r. Qw- 
gIey.“They can swim a mile or two 
to a night” 

The jaguaxtf affinity for water, 
he expfrtois, is substantiated by 
where they tend to live. The ani- 
mals are more numerous- in the 
wetter partsof the Pantanal, while 
mountain Hons and pumas are 
more prevalent in drier habitats. 


But swimming can be fatal, too. 
He says boaters shot two swi- 
mming jaguars and left them to be 
devoured by piranhas. 

Dr. Quigley’s research is a con- 
tinuation of the jaguar ecology 
project begun to 1977 by Dr. Geo- 
rge B. Sdaaller, director of the 
New York Zoological Society’s 
Animal Research and Con- 
servation Centre, and Peter G. 
Crawshaw, Jr., a Brazilian res- 
earch biologist. 

Because of the extreme dif- 
ficulties to finding and tracking 
jaguars. Dr. Quigley’s year to the 
Pantanal stretched into three. His 
study, the basis of .his doctoral 
work at the University of Idaho, 
was centred on a privately owned 
600,000-acre ranch. 

. In the steamy heat of Brazil’s 
Mato Grosso, even the plants are. 
inhospitable. “If the bugs don’t 
bite you or sting you, then the 
plants wiD stick you," says Dr. 
Quigley, whose lip was tom open- 
by a bamboo spine when ,he was 
tracking a jaguar on horseback. 

There are no common jaguar 
trails is the Pantanal. Only dogs 
could successfully sniff out jag- 
uars. It took from five to seven 
trained dogs to comer one jaguar. 
When the dogs closed in, the jag- 
uar, an excellent climber, would 
head up-a tree. 

“We’d pull the dogs away and 
shoot the jaguar with a tra- 
nquOiser. Then we’d climb the 
tree ourselves and lower the ani- 
mal by ropes, ft’s very impressive . 
having a 200-pound jaguar asleep 
at your feet' You could feel its 
power,” says Dr. Quigley. 

Once the animals were fitted 
with radio collars, another log- 
istics battle began — keeping up 
with them. “They move much fas- 
ter than we do. and they don’t 
have to get into a canoe or saddle a 
horse first,” he says. “What we 
wanted to do was just stay within 
radio contact with them." 

Ultimately Dr. Quigley took to 
the air — flying after the jaguars in 
tight planes. At that,' he felt lucky 
to beabletokeep.an animal within- 
rangefor 24 hours at a time. 

. Whatte learned of the jaguar's 
lifestyle came -'mainly, from one 


family: Mother, her pair of off- 
spring named Dr. Wonderful and 
Felicia, and a later offspring called 
Felix. 

Jaguars are most active when 
their prey are active, at dawn and 
dusk. They feed primarily on cat- 
tle, calves, capybara (the world’s 
largest rodent), and peccaries 
(wild pigs). Hunted for killing 
ranch cattle, jaguars are inc- 
reasingly forced ro feed on them 
because the habitats of their other 
prey are being gobbled up by dev- 
elopment Jaguars also are ’the 
only predator powerful enough to 
take down an adult steer. 

Mother apparently taught her 
young to hunt. In one 12-ho.ur per- 
iod, she and Felix killed three pec- 
caries, more than would have been 
needed just for food. Dr. Quigley 
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Extensive ranges 

Young jaguars stay within their 
mother’s protection until they are 
1 8 to 20 months old, venturing off 
only short distances. Males then 
are forced to disperse, but females 
are tolerated within their mother’s 
range to live and breed. Dr. Won- 
derful established a home range 
some 20 miles away. 

. Jaguars (Panthers ones) are sol- 
itary animals that come together 
only during breeding season. Cou- 
rting jaguars travel and kill tog- 
ether. Dr. Quigley estimates that 
each jaguar needs a range of 
12.000 to 24,000 acres. 

' It would be difficult, be said, for 
most countries to set aside such 
extensive areas for conservation. 
But Brazil has the land, resources, 
and opportunity. 

The jaguar’s range is shrinking 
throughout Central and South- 
America. The animal has been 
hunted to extinction in several 
countries, ft once lived as far north 
as the southwestern United States, 
but no viable breeding pop- 
ulations are known to exist there 
today. Occasionally a jaguar will 
stray across the border from Mex- 
ico. 

Brasilian protection efforts will 
be too fate for Mother and Felix, 
Dr. Quigley notes. They were kil- 
led, tost year by persons unknown. • 
— National Geographic- feature. 
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A tranquflued jaguar is a rare sight to tbe jangles of 
Brazil- Oneof the most mysterious of tbe large cats, 
the jaguar leads a secretive life that is difficult to 
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Study In the wild. II took biologist Howard Quigley 
three years to track the animals for research (Nat- 
ional Geographic, photo) 
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SIGNS FULL of spelling mistakes displayed shamelessly on 
the sides of streets always manage to make me burst into 
laughter. The other day while driving borne, my bad mood 
was miraculously cured when just before reaching the Sev- 
enth Circle coming down tbe Sixth, I saw a sign which read 
“To LOT” on both sides. This was enough to make me 
laugh. 

“Chanzalizeb,” the boutique on the Jebei Weibdeh circle 
never failed to make me laugh, neither the barber shop 
“G.R.” In the same neighbourhood. As for “Habby Days 
Botique” and “Arabic Benston” ... these signs are stil) 
there. 

1 don’t always have to go to the street to amuse myself. 
The menu cards in some restaurants are no better than shop 
signs. 

I carefully copied for you this menu from a cafe trottoire 
In Shmeisani. You can check it for yourselves if you happen 
to go there. 

The MOle Feuilles and the Eclair are Maifie and Claire. 
The menu also offered: 

Putit Four dish; burre; sfeha; sugar cane juice; cap- 
alshino; oarggelee agame; touty frouty; beach melba; cho- 
colamou; Vanniella milk juice. 

- Marvellous, don’t you think so? 

Although this street-side cafe and is agreeable, weft sit- 
uated, nicely decorated, and the owners must have spent a 
fortune to establish it, surely they could have found a literate 
person to write the menu properly. 

And of course, this is only an example of what you could 
find. 


Numbers down but 
spirits up at Osios 
Loukas Monastery 


By Bruce Clark 

Reuter 

OSIOS LOUKAS MON- 
ASTERY. Greece — Twice a day 
for the last 1.000 years. Greek 
Orthodox monks have celebrated 
the beautiful liturgy of their 
church in Osios Loukas Mon- 
astery. a showpiece of Byzantine 
an and architecture. 

In ihe 1 3th century there were 
400 monks attached to it. But now 
there arc only 10 and sometimes 
as few as three are in residence, 
swamped in the tourist season by 
coachloads of visitors to the site on 
the brow of a hill 160 kilometres 
west of Athens. 

In summer, about 500 a day pay 
50 drachmas (38 U.S. cents) to see 
the main church, the Crypt of St. 
Barbara and the smaller church of 
the Virgin, and to admire the bre- 
athtaking view over olive groves 
and dark green mountains. 

“It's fine that people should 
come, but they should show some 
respect For the place," Father Nic- 
odemus. the 30-year old abbot, 
told Reuters. 

"They come here half-naked 
and sometimes they climb over the 
Holy Table. We would like to say 
it doesn’t disturb us. but I'm afraid 
h does," he said. 

But despite the low numbers of 
monks and the tourist invasion. 
Father Nicodemus is not pes- 
simistic about the future. “On the 
contrary, there is a cautious opt- 
imism," he says. 

There are still times when Osios 
Loukas comes into its own. Grand 
services attended by local dig- 
nitaries. mayors, prefects and 
army commanders, take place 
amidst the gold-backed mosaics 
and m any-shaded marble walls of 
the main church, built in 1020. 

That is only on religious or nat- 
ional holidays — a distinction hard 
to make in this country where the 
pre-eminent role of Orthodoxy is 
enshrined in the constitution. 

In between, the metropolitan, 
or bishop, of nearby Livadia org- 
anises seminars for local doctors, 
engineers, scientists and other 
professional groups on social or 
scientific issues. The Anglican 
Church in Athens holds retreats at 
the monastery. 

There are ambitious plans for 
an Orthodox studies centre that 
would draw people from all over 
the world. Because of this, any 


monks admitted in future must 
have degrees in theology’. 

But the stream of tourists is put- 
ting people off. the abbot said. 
“We have had a number of enq- 
uiries from qualified people, but 
they decided against when they 
saw the state of affairs." 

For the last 25 years, res- 
ponsibility for the buildings has 
been in the hands of the arc- 
haeological sen 1 ice. The service is 
a section of the Ministry of Cul- 
ture which is now headed by Mel- 
ina Mercouri. 

Being under the archaeological 
service has meant that the ext- 
ensive repair work of recent years, 
funded jointly by the monastery 
and the state, has required the 
archaeologists' approval. The 
monks technically need state per- 
mission to hold services in the 
main church. 

"We regret this," said Father 
Nicodemus. "We find it dep- 
lorable that in an Orthodox state, 
we should, not have responsibility 
over own church." 

But he said cooperation bet-' 
ween monastery and state was 
normally smooth thanks to good 
will on both sides." After all. they 
have a knowledge of engineering 
and architecture which we don't 
have," he added. 

Mass tourism is only one of the 
trials the monastery has endured 
since it was founded in 941 by 
Loukas. an Ascetic. 

In the 1 3th century, marauding 
Franks stole the founder’s bones. 
In 1659. an earthquake damaged 
the dome and its mosaic, to 1 980, 
four 16th century icons were sto- 
len and never found. 

But Osios Loukas. closely lin- 
ked to the imperial court to Byz- 
antine days, seems to have att- 
ained great wealth by the time in 

1821 when it became a starting- 
point for the Greek revolt against 
the Ottoman Empire. The monks 
tore up the ancient library to make 
touch-paper for Greek cannon. 

They fled to Aegina Island in 

1 822 with 8,000 sheep and goats 
and 200 horses. The monks have 
since transferred most of the est- 
ate to landless farmers, but they 
still farm a little. 

On a sunny day in January. Fat- 
her Kyriakos, 46. was proudly dis- 
playing his tractor, while another 
Father Nicodemus. 70, was mou- 
rning the loss in a snow-storm of. 
trees he had planted. 


1985 is ‘year of suit ' 
for Paris designers 


By Peggy Mass in 
Reuter 

PARIS — This is the “year of the 
suit" for Paris haute couture des- 
igners. almost all of whom showed 
easy going tailored suits in their 
spring and summer collections. 

All-time favourite Yves Saint- 
Laurent reiterated his highly- 
successful semi-classic approach, 
showing both slim knee-length 
skirts often buttoned in the back 
or simple mannish trousers with 
infinitely varied jackets. 

Guy Laroche showed some 
beautifully tailored suits to classic 
navy blue-wiih-white. an app- 
roach shared by Saint-Laurent 
who added a nautical air with gold 
or stiver metal buttons. 

The most applauded dresses 
were plain, black crepe de Chine 
sheaths, some adorned with large 
rhinestone buttons, wi de-cuff bra-, 
celets and chandelier earrings. 

Other dresses played with soft 
drapery, side-wrapped surplice 
effects or deep cowled hoods fal- 
ling into a flattering low neckline. 

A clue to the theme of each col- 
lection is often found to the ela- 


borate floral decorations prepared 
for the show and this year was no 
exception. 

Towering palm trees dripping 
with tropical flowers underlined 
Saint-Laurent’s new South Sea 
island look. 

Mannequins with long hair flo- 
wing down their backs swayed 
down the catwalk to sarong dra- 
ped silk prints with sensuously 
plunging necklines. 

Others wearing solid toned dra- 
ped jersey dresses stepped out 
with short boleros embroidered 
with exotic ferns and orchids. This 
matched the fresh flowers tucked 
in the hair at one side. 

The Saint-Laurent bride, in 
filmy white organza, ignored the 
traditional wedding veil and wore 
to its place a wreath of white orc- 
hids. 

In Laroche's collection, the 
bride was a prototype of the 
“high-tow" hemlines seen in much 
of his evening wear. 

The gown was a short, knee- 
length sheath in white taffetas 
with an enormous bow at the back, 
lis wide streamers flowed down to 
the floor to connive the train. 
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Edberg upsets Lendl 


DELRAY BEACH, Florida (R) — Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden ousted top seed Ivan Lendl of Cze- 
choslovakia 6-4, 7-6, Tuesday in their rain-delayed 
fourth-round match in the $1.8 million Int- 
ernational Players Tennis Championships. 

In the women's quarter-finals. ‘Tin very Surprised with the 
15-year-old Steffi Graf of West way I'm playing.” he said. “I’ve 
Germ any" kept up the pattern of never played better in my life. I'm 
upsets when she despatched 1 3th .serving well and I'm playing more 
seed Andrea Teraesvari of Hun- from the baseline, too. I'm not 
gary 6-2/6- 1 in just 47 minutes as making the mistakes I used to.” 
strong winds again effected play. Edberg added that his victories 
. The 19-year-old Edberg. see- over Jimmy Connors and Yannick 


ded 13th. was leading 6-4. 5-6 on 
service when the match was halted 
by heavy rain Monday. 
Eldberg.the only member of the 
champion Davis Cup team to gain 
the quarter-finals, held service 
after Lendl netted a set-point for- 
ehand. He won the tiebreaker 7-4. 

Lendl became the 12th of the 
original 16 seeded players to be 
eliminated before the quarter- 
finals. but he did not blame the 
weather conditions for his loss. 

“It was the same for everyone. 
When we began again I thought 
Td try my best to break his serve 
and go to a third set." Lendl said. 
*' His serve sets up everything, and 
he doesn' t miss many first serves/' 

Edberg. who watched his tea- 
mmates Mats Wilander. seeded 
second, and fourth seed Anders 
Jarryd ousted Monday as the wind 
played havoc with Lheir baseline 
games, said he had never played 
better. 


Noah of France in the U.S. Nat- 
ional Indoor Championships last 
month had helped his confidence. 

“I won in Memphis and that 
helped my confidence a lot. The 
idea is to play a lot of matches, to 
win matches and get confidence. 1 
feel now I can win every match,” 
he said. 

Edberg will face unseeded 
American Scott Davis in the 
quarter-finals. 

Graf said she just “tried to put 
the ball in the court" asTetnesvari 
made many unforced errors in 
what the Hungarian called “unf- 
athomable wind conditions." Graf 
won five games in a row from 2-2 
in the first set. 

Ninth seed Yannick Noah of 
France became the only survivor 
among the top 10 seeds when he 
turned back unseeded American 
Sammy Giammalva 6-3, 6-4 to 
reach the quarter-finals. 

The two top women players. 



Martina Navratilova and Chris 
Evert Uoyd, gamed the semifinals 
in matches made difficultly winds 
gusting to 60 kph. 

Noah, who broke Giammalva’ s 
service in the sixth game of the 
first set and beat him 3-2 in 
second-set breaks, said he was not 
satisfied with his play. "The wind 
conditions were so tough it was 
hard to tell how I played.” he said. 
"But J do the best I can to win and 
I don't care how I win.” 

He refused to consider himself 
the favourite to take the S 1 1 2,500 
first prize in the final on Sunday. 
“I don't feel like a favourite.' 
There is none. Anybody can beat 
anybody else. Nobody will have an 
easy match." he said. 

Navratilova defeated Bettma 
Bunge of West Germany 6-4, 6-4, 
while Uoyd. seeded second to 
Navratilova, was forced to rally to 
get by 12th seeded American 
Barbara Potter 4-6, 6-4. 6-1. 

Navratilova said, “it was almost 
unplayable. They could have cal- 
led the matches off." 

Navratilova made allowances 
for the conditions. “ I had to cha- 
nge my serve to compensate for 
the wind she said. “I used a tow 
toss and a quick motion. The dust 
and the cold, plus the wind, was so 
bad I didn’t even perspire." 

Bunge came out of the match 
saying, “hopefully it will give me 
confidence for the next time I play 
her. F m pretty happy with the way 
I played.” 

Lloyd had a closer call than 
Navratilova as Potter led 4-3 in 
the second set and had Lloyd 
down 0-30. 

" I was very lucky to get out of 
the match," Lloyd said. 


World chess 
game cancelled 


MOSCOW (R) — The next game 
in the marathon world chess title 
match between champion Anatoly 
Karpov and challenger Garry 
Kasparov was cancelled Wed- 
nesday and Soviet chess sources 
said the move was linked to Kar- 
pov’s psychological condition. 

Championship officials said the 
President of the International 
Chess Federation (FIDE), Flo- 
rencio Campomanes, personally 
ordered the cancellation of game 
49 in the series, which was due to 
have been played Wednesday. 

The officials said Campomanes 
had arrived in Moscow two days 
ago to oversee the match at first 
hand and to hold talks with cha- 
mpionship organisers. 

Soviet chess sources said the 
game was cancelled because Kar- 
pov was feeling under increasingly 
intense psychological pressure in 
the series, which has lasted five 
months and is by far the longest in 
championship history. 

Karpov, 33, leads Kasparov, 21 . 
by five games to three and needs 
only one more win to retain his 
title. But Kasparov has won Che 
last two games and chess experts 
said Karpov’s form had noticeably 
declined in recent weeks. 


One Soviet chess source told 
Reuters there were reports that 
Karpov, the titleholder since 
1975. wanted the series pos- 
tponed, possibly untD as late as 
next September, in order to rec- 
over his health. 

. The source noted that in the 
1978 title match against his arch- 
rival Viktor Korchnoi in the Phi- 
lippine city of Baguio. Karpov fell 
iU when leading by five games to 
two. 


U.S. basketball stars raise 
funds for famine relief 


By JobD B. Hoiway 


WASHINGTON — America’s 
best professional basketball pla- 
yers plan to raise $100,000 for 
Ethiopian famine relief when they 
put on their annual all-star game, 
which this year was held February 
10 in Indianapolis. The players are 
donating all the pay they received 
for the game, about $50,000, and 
the U.S. National Basketball Ass- 
ociation will give the rest. 

It's the idea of basketball player 
Alex English, who wathced a tel- 
evision programme on the famine, 
and then said, “We've got to do 
something to help those people.” 
English is vice president of the 
professional players’ association, 
and suggested that the players 
donate their pay for the game — 
from SI ,500 to 52,500 per man. 

The players’ association laid the 
proposal before all the stars who 
were considered likely to be cho- 
sen for the all-star game. "To a 
man, they were &D positive,” says 
Charles Grantham, executive vice 
president of the association. 

"I was in the Western Sahara 
several years back,” basketball 
star Kareem Abdul-Jabbar told a 
news conference recently, "and 
when you have first-hand exp- 
erience in a situation like this; it 
really brings it home. You can 
almost see the hopelessness in 
people’s eyes.” 

The association hoped the all- 
star game win be only a first step. 
The Los Angeles Clippers have 
already staged a “night’’ in honour 
of their scoring star. Norm Nixon. 
The club donated $ 1 00 to the Eth- 
iopian relief effort for every point 


Norm scored. He sewed 27. 

"We’re just getting started.” 
says Grantham. “We hope to get 
the world of sport rolling and gat-i 
her some momentum. The players 
will ask the Columbia Bro- 
adcasting System (CBS), which 
will televise the championship 
playoffs in April, to make a con- 
tribution, as well as the companies 
which advertise on the basketball 
telecasts. Several players have 
volunteered to make public ser- 
vice announcements to be shown 
during the games, asking for pub- 
lic support for the relief pro- 
gramme. 

English says he knew hunger 
when he was growing up with 12 
brothers and sisters and cousins in 
the state of South Carolina. 

He starred at basketball for the 
University of South Carolina, set a 
scoring record there that still 
stands and majored in English. He 
is. a published poet and composed 
a poem on the famine after he saw 
the television show. 

Now in his ninth year in pro- 
fessional basketball, English, who 
plays for the Denver Nuggets, led 
the league in scoring two years ago 
with a 28-point per-game average. 


Another basketball star. Julius 
Erving, nicknamed "Dr. J.” told a 
news conference that “we’re just 
trying to do our fair share.” 

- Earvin “Magic” Johnson, ano- 
ther star player, added that people 
in some U.S. black nei- 
ghbourhoods “are having a hard 
time. But in Ethiopia, we're tal- 
king about children who are going 
to die if they don'.t get proper nou- 
rishment.” — US LA. 
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DOWN 

1 Planet 

2 Others: Lai. 

3 VMent desert 


4 Moonlighting 


5 Hlo 


6 Pierre'S triend 

7 CoraraJsiiw 
utte r an ce 

8 Lawyer abbr. 

9 White table 
wfete 

10 State ol Brazil 

11 Golf club 

12 Tumuli 

13 Fathare 

19 Pay Increase 
21 —Canals 

24 Smooths oat 

25 LBcsiome 
sounds 

28 Eschew 

27 Strange 

28 Abreast 

29 (Manatee* 

30 Eng. author 
32 Change 

35 ObSqueiy 
SB Fancies 
38 Take up again 

42 Despises 

43 Safer 


Yesterday's Poa&ahtd- 


BULJtlU UUUL UULL/U 
□UDtia uqjuu iiuur.i 
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UUL4 iat'lly 
UBUUua autiu gaa 
UQUC1U ULllJU IU1U0J 
L1UL4UU UIUU CJUlkia 


iduuu yuuu ciLrjua 
huh □ucju nufcfiua 
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UHUU UH13U niuutu 
UBUO UE1HU CIMULfJ 


44 Manifest . 
4<f Nicholas or 
Ivan 

47 Rt 

48 Soft at — 


49 Afr.gnlti 

50 Intend 

51 NCO 

52 Mats' stadium 
54 Correlative 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe fully-furnished apartment in the form of a villa, 
consisting of two floors. Ths first floor consists of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms. The second floor consists of 
salon, sitting room, dining room, kitchen, bathroom, 
wall-to-wall carpets, central heating, telephone, washing 
machine, drier, dishwasher and colour television. 

Call telephone 670096 * 670079 


APARTMENT FOR RENT; 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining room,. sit- 
ting room, kitchen, central heating, garden, telephone 
and a garage. . 

Annual rent JD 2,500 

Location: Jabal Amman , Sixth Circle , near San Rock 
Hotel 

For Information call 844322 


ATTENTION BUSINESSMEN !!! 


Looking for 

LEATHER GIFTS & GIVEAWAYS? 
contact 

THE LEATHER SHOP 
Amman - Opp. Holiday Inn 
Tal. 669391 


Order made leather goods to suit your needs. 


,rael 


DISTRIBUTOR WANTED 


1) Children's super nylon school bags 

2) Children's PVC rigid wall pools 

3) Computer cabie connectors 

Indicate your interested item .and contact directly with 


Chin Vue Industrial Co., Ltd. 

P.O. Box 68-1500 Taipei Taiwan R.O.C. 
Telex: 25875 Chinyico 


GENTLEMEN GIVE YOUR LADIES A 
SOUVENIER TO REMEMBER 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
February 14, 1985 
free at 

ROMERO 


The Italian Restaurant - 

between the American & Egyptian Embassies 
for reservation call 
Tel: 44227 12:30-3:30 - 6:30-12:00 


en 


HOUSEMAID WANTED 


European family looking for experienced hou- 
semaid. 


' .• ", • s .•*: !>.* - ' . . V 

Please call 812227 


LOOKING FOR WORK? 


FOR SALE - IRBID 


Recent graduate in Civil Engineering 


A car for sale (Customs UNPAID) Datsun 280C/1 982 


B.Sc civil eng. - British University ■ 


36,000 Kms, off white. 


M.S. Construction Mgnt - American University 


Excellent - luxurious 


Please call 37493 


Can - frbid 271100/Ext 3382 



FLOOR FOR RENT 


Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, three sitting 
rooms, three balconies, large kitchen with three 
large outlet doors and telephone. 250 square metres 
area . 

Location: Jabal Amman - Fourth Circle, behind Zeid - 
AJ Kefa’i residence. 

Please call 669900 or 671 621 


:dan 


CAR FOR SALE 


TWO DELUXE APARTMENTS TO LET 


Dodge Aspen: 8 cylinders. Model 1980 -tinted glass, 
automatic speeds. The car’s colour is metall ic and in 


Located in a first floor building, 200 square metres 
each. 

Annual rent JD 2,600 each 


a very good condition. Tempting price. 



For inquiry: Please calf 810950 


9 For inquiry: Call 810950 


from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. 


from 4 p.m. until 6 p.m. 



LEARN ARABIC WITHIN 90 DAYS 


Special courses in teaching Arabic (classical or col ' 
ioquial) - — p __ 

For private lessons, please 

Call Tel. 37397 JBETT 



SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


* Living 1 rooms 

* Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

☆ Wall units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆Club B for children 

☆ Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663899 Civil defence street 



. Tne youthful 
style with an 
eye to the futuie 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Aircondltioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3-JO p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Td. 38960. 


■ ■ wmm» ■■■■■■■ re 

CHINESE 



I, TOURISM 


3rd Circle, Jabal Amman ’I 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. 

PEKING DUCK ft 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
AAE OUR SPECIALITIES 

VISIT SOON! 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
. 6:00 PM to Midnight 


I 

m 

I 


I 

i 

■ 

i 

j . Tel. 41093 Jj 


CHEN’S 
( CHINESE 
& RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our . 
| specialities 
Open daily 

; 12.-00 noon - 3 JO p -m. 
6 JO pm. - Midnight 


CHINA 
RESTAURANT 


The . first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take' - away service ava- 
' liable 

Open dafly^J 1-30 "0:30 -and 6:30 
11:00 r 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 




1EL. 34144-34149 

****** ** * *** 
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Kuwait draws plan 
tp revive economy 
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. KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Tuesday 
unveiled 1 proposals by, a. state- 
appointed “thudc-tank” to Kelp 
ithe economy adju^t to the end of 
• ?dk eflbc^ and 
^ebt'crajs... .. 

The ifdan, submitted' to . the 
' 'brown prince last week, suggests 
steps torebeve the banking system 
pf some at the .outstanding debts 
from a local stock market crash, 
'^and to revive' the share market 
* ^hicb collapsed under a S90 bil- 
- lion debt, mountain in- August 
1982,? i 

i Both thepfficial exchange aqd a 
njow-defurict unofficial market . 
collapsed 4 after post-dated cbe- 
ques used to fund forward deals in 
an .unprecedented speculative 
boom started to bounce. 

'.The /proposed recovery plan 
also urges steps to protect local 
\ industry, particularly construction 
mins; against foreign competition 
■ and' alleged' dumping of cheap 
- products. 

QD and .finance minister Sheikh 
( ALiyAl Khalifa A] Sabah outlined 
•-‘tpe measures to local media edi- 
' tors Monday night and they were 
-published Tuesday by the Kuwait 
News Agency (KUNA). 

Sheikh Ah heads the “think- 
tank”, which also includes the 
minister of commerce and ind- 
ustry, the central bank governor, 
the director of the stock exchange 
and commercial bank and other 
private sector representatives. 

KIJNA said the experts pro- 
posed that a new company or 
'group of companies be formed to 
administer doubtful debts to 
commercial banks on funds bor- 
rowed for share speculation. ' 

Banking sources close to the 
committee' told Reuters the amo- 
unt involved and the method of 
deciding precisely what debts sho- 
uld be transferred to the “lif- 
eboat?' had yet to be decided. 

The new scheme would app- 


arently operate outside a debt set- 
tlement and arbitration system 
already in use to clear the backlog 
of post-dated cheque debts, most 
of which has had to be watered 
down. 

This debt to a large extent rep- 
resented an informal credit system' 
outside the banking network’s 
formal lending portfolios. 

_ The committee also proposed 
- ways to stimulate stock market 
activity through fresh investment, 
in a bid to reverse a price slide 
which has dragged stock values to 
less than half their level when the 
market peaked, in mid- 1982. 

To achieve this, it rec- 
ommended creation of a broad- 
based ring of market-makers — 
recognised financial bodies or per- 
sons who carry a ready inventory 
of stock and are able consistently 
to make buy and sell quotes for a 
range of issues. 

The minister said the experts 
also proposed that prices for real 
estate, another speculative market 
which had slumped as a result of 
the debt crisis, should be regulated 
on properties not tied to com- 
mitments subject to stock market 
settlement schemes. 

KUNA did' not spell out details 
of these steps, or proposed mea- 
sure to create a duty free trade 
zone and amplify trade licensing 
and port control procedures. 

It said steps would be taken to 
reduce Kuwait’s reliance on for- 
eign construction firms by res- 
erving state and public sector' 
work for local groups where pos- 
sible. If outside firms were nee- 
ded, they would have to give pri- 
ority to local materials. 

Sheikh Ali estimated the eco- 
nomy grew around 3. 3 per cent 
last year, well below the rapid 
growth achieved in the 1970s, and 
said the downturn in oil markets 
and Gulf war had taken their toll 
on trade. 
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Israel sees tragedy in 
EC enlargement 

STRASBOURG’, France ( AP) — President Chaim Herzog of Israel 
on Tuesday said Spain and Portugal's admission to the European 
Community (EC) could mean economic disaster for Israel, and he 
appealed for “remedial arrangements’’ to protect Israeli agricultural 
exports to Europe. ' ^ .... .. 

In an emotional address to the European Parliament; Mr. Hei^og 
said: '*1 appeal from this rostrum to you and through you to the 
countries of theECnotto dose your eyes to a problem which, if not 
tackled, could turn into a tragedy.” 

Spain and Portugal are scheduled to join the EC sometime next 
year, but final accords have not been worked out. • — 

Mr. Herzog said that if the Community does not take Israel's 
interests into, consideration, the admission of the Iberian countries 
would threaten “the social and economic basis of IsraeT s all imp- 
ortant agricultural sector” and with it the “dreams of generations.”' 
Israel, which is intheanidst of an economic crisis, has no al t ernative 
: markets outside Europe for its citrus products, strawberries and 
- flowers, be said. 

Sudan devalues pound 

. * 

KHARTOUM (AP.) Economically strapped Sudan devalued its 
currency by 19 per cent on Tuesday, the official Sudan News Agency 
(SUNA) announced. Central bank governor Mr. Farouq Ai Magboul 
. 'Said in a {ness statement that the fixed official exchange rate for the 
Sudanese pound was being lowered to 2.5 pounds to the U.S. dollar 
from 2.1 pounds, SUNA reported. Mr. Al Magboul said in the 
statement the move was aimed at encouraging exports to help'reduce 
Sudan's balance of payments deficit. 
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l A hug a day keeps the marriage 
counselor away!" 
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THE ONLY THIN© 

A PESSIMIST 
EVER EXPECTS OW 
A SILVER PLATTER. 

■Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form (he surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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BIS analyses foreign lending 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) — Commercial banks were 
still wary of making foreign loans a full two years 
after the debt crisis rocked the banking world, acc- 
ording to figures published Wednesday by the Bank 
for International Settlements (BIS). 

The picture drawn by the BIS 
varies widely from country to cou- 
ntry. 

Brazil and Mexico, the two big- 
gest debtor nations to face fin- 
ancial difficulties in 1982, started 
getting new bank loans after agr- 
eeing to austerity measures sup- 
ervised by the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF). 

Bin Western commercial banks 
were still holding back towards 
Argentina, where agreement with 
the IMF came much later and after 
much tougher negotiations, and 
towards countries in Eastern Eur- 
ope. 

Nonetheless, the figures show 
that banks were gradually len- 


Loans by major banks to cou- 
ntries away from their home base 
rose a modest S2.5 billion in the 
first half of 1984. The strength of 
the dollar, which cut the dollar 
value of loans in other currencies, 
was one reason for this limited 
rise. 

But the BIS said even taking a 
constant value for the dollar the 
rise would have been only $6 bil- 
lion, well below a. $10 billion inc- 
rease a year earlier, when the debt 
eras meant old bank loans were 
not being repaid. 

Some debtor countries were 
being prudent and holding back 
on new borrowing.- Others, helped 
by rising exports, needed less new 
funds, it said. 


gthening the maturity of their len- 
ding, a tentative sign of greater 
confidence. 

In Latin America, banks inc- 
reased their lending to Brazil in 
the first six months of 1984 by 
$3 J billion, to $64.5 billion. Mex- 
ico got $1 billion of extra hinds for 
a total 570.3 billion and Chile an 
additional $500 million for a total 
of 513 billion. 

But lending to Argentina fell $1 
billion to $25.8 billion. 

“After a pause during the sec- 
ond half of 1983, claims on Eas- 
tern European countries resumed 
their downward trend," the BIS 
said. 

The $2.1 billion fall, to $48.2 
billion, came mainly as a result of 
-reduced lending to Poland, which 
owed commercial banks $9.6 bil- 
lion at the end of J une 1 984, $ 1 .3 
billion less than six months earlier. 

But the BIS said this figure was 
inflated by exchange rate changes 


and probably by Western banks 
writing off loans or by transferring 
claims to their national export 
credit agencies '— making them 
government claims, not those of 
commercial banks. 

Lending to members of OPEC, 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries, also fell, by 
$1.2 billion. But here too the pat- 
tern was varied. 

Indonesia and Iraq each had 
$700 million more from the 
banks, while lending to both Nig- 
eria and Venezuela fell by the 
same amount. 

New lending to developed cou- 
ntries was up, with Australia, 
Greece and Finland getting most 
of the new funds. 

Lending to non- OPEC cou- 
ntries in Africa and the Middle 
East showed little change, while 
lending in Asia edged lower in dol- 
lar terms as the dollar str- 
engthened. 


funds, it said. that banks were gradually len- inflated by exchange rate changes - engthened. 

Expatriates in S. Arabia may lose $6m 

rtAMMAM Court; Anhia f AP\ a ormm known as the F.xrv- C250.000 and that manv of the ahlkhmenr managed 


DAMMAM, Saudi Arabia (AP) 
— Millions of dollars in personal 
losses are faced by expatriate 
workers in Saudi Arabia, pri- 
marily Americans, who deposited 
money with a non -bank foreign 
currency and precious metals tra- 
der before it filed bankruptcy 
papers in the United States late - 
last year, it was reported here 
Wednesday. 

Saudi-based creditors of 
Deak-Perera International Ban- 
king Corp. of Stamford, Con- 
necticut, told the Associated 
Press that some 1,000 current and 
repatriated foreign workers stand 
to lose as much as $6 million in 
checking accounts and certificates 
'of deposit. 

The U.S.-registered company, 
also known as Depebanco, failed 
for protection from creditors 
under chapter 1 1 of the U.S. ban- 
kruptcy code last Dec. 6, along 
with Deak and Co., its parent hol- 
ding company, and another firm, 
Deak-Perera Wall Street, Inc. 

Local creditors here have for- 


med a group known as the Exp- 
atriate Financial Action Com- 
mittee (EFAC), based in Dha- 
hran. to seek recovery of their 
Depebanco funds in the New 
York bankruptcy case, said EFAC 
members, who refused to be ide- 
ntified. 

EFAC is represented on the 
creditors’ committee of the Dep- 
ebanco case by Mr. C. Kenneth 
Cooper, the president of a fin- 
ancial management services com- 
pany in Stamford and the father of 
a local creditor. EFAC members 
said they will feel “fortunate" to 
recoup 50 per cent of their dep- 
osits. 

So far. aproximately 150 cre- 
ditors from throughout the 'kin- 
gdom — with combined verified 
exposure of between $2.1 million 
and $2.5 million — have joined 
EFAC and given it power of att- 
orney to represent them in the 
bankruptcy action, an EFAC spo- 
kesman in Dhahran told AP. 

The spokesman said individual 
exposure ranges from' $100 to 


$250,000 and that many of the 
local creditors had deposited their 
savings from years of labour in the 
kingdom with Depebanco. 

Of 1,000 current and rep- 
atriated Saudi-based depositors 
listed by Depebanco, addresses 
were available for only two-thirds, 
EFAC members said. As more 
creditors came to the fore, total 
local exposure was expected to go 
as high as $6 million, members 
said. 

EFAC members said they chose 
to deposit money with Depebanco 
because it offered the convenience 
of U.S.-based banking with local 
service and because they believe 
the corporation was a registered 
federally insured bank, h was not 
a h ank and was not insured, but 
according to a Depebanco sta- 
tement “maintained credit bal- 
ances for foreign residents to fac- 
ilitate financial transactions.” 

Depebanco* s representative in 
Saudi Arabia was Al Hoty Inv- 
estments. a Saudi-owned sub- 
sidiary of the Al Hoty Est- 


ablishment managed by American 
David Valle. 

Al Hoty Investments was ord- 
ered by the Saudi ministry of 
commerce last April to cease ope- 
ration because it was not licensed 
to conduct banking services, a 
spokesman for the company was 
quoted last week as saying to the 
newspaper Saudi Gazette. 

An EFAC spokesman said local 
Depebanco creditors withdrew 
"$13.5 million from the Stamford 
□on-bank when its Saudi agent 
closed shop. Those creditors who 
did not pull their funds at that time 
were vulnerable when the chapter 
1 1 filing occurred in December. 

EFAC members also charge 
that Depebanco filed with the 
.bankruptcy court the day after the 
company received some 47 pay- 
roll checks totalling an estimated 
$250,000 from creditors who are 
employees of the Arabian Ame- 
rican 03 Company (Aramco) and 
have their salary checks aut- 
omatically deposited with Dep- 
ebanco. 


Central banks check 
dollar’s record rises 


LONDON (R) — The galloping 
dollar was held in check Wed- 
nesday by persistontortinjours4hat:i 
the 'Japanese,? Wedn German! nand^, 
possibly the U.S. central banks 
were back in the foreign exchange 
market selling “greenbacks.” 

In Asian and European markets 
Wednesday the dollar was held 
below the 13-year high of 3.30 
marks it reached briefly in aft- 
erhours European trading Tue- 
sday in the absence of central bank 
intervention. 

In London Wednesday, before 
the North American market reo- 
pened after a partial closure Tue- 
sday for the Lincoln's birthday 
holiday, the dollar was quoted at 
around 3.2925 marks. 

Earlier, traders in Tokyo had 
reported heavy selling of dollars 
by the Bank of Japan on its own 
account, and possibly also on beh- 
alf of the U.S. Federal Reserve. 

As European money centres 
opened up, the dollar was hit by 


reports from some traders in Fra- 
nkfurt that the Bundesbank, the 
West German central bank,- was 
•bfeck in the market tod. to the 
wake of the reports the dollar dro- 
pped to 3.27 marks, but it quickly 
recovered in active but nervous 
business. 

In Tokyo, Bank of Japan gov- 
ernor Mr. Satoshi Sumha told a 
press conference Wednesday that 
tbe central bank would intervene 
actively to defend the yen against 
the dollar. 

The dollar closed in Asia at 
262 JO yen after briefly reaching a 
27-month high of 263.65 yen bef- 
ore the Bank of Japan stepped in. 

At Wednesday’s official cur- 
rency fixing tbe Bundesbank sold 
a relatively modest $9.4 million as 
the U.S. currency, for the eighth 
successive day, was fixed at a new 
high against the mark in the 12- 
year history of floating exchange 
. rates. The dollar was set at 3.2894 
marks. 


liUUUJ ui iu * i-iJi t-t/iUttA/. 

Gandhi promises to end 
black market economy 

NEW DELHI (R) — Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi said Wednesday 
i his government was -committed to. stamping out “black 1 ' money — 
income not declared to the tax authorities — which be said was 
eroding India's domestic economy. ** 

The Press Trust of India (PTI) reported Mr. Gandhi as saying at 
Alwar city to the western state of Rajasthan the government would 
deal sternly with people who used illegal money in business to gen- 
erate more wealth. 

“Tbe laws will be suitably amended to deal effectively with the 
problem of black money.” he said. 

Mr. Gandhi was addressing a public meeting to launch his Con- 
gress (I) Party's campaign for elections to state assemblies in early 
March. 

University economists say India's black economy is one of the 
largest and most flourishing in the world, amounting to an estimated 
$60 billion a year. 

No official estimate is available, since the money is by definition 
outside official channels. 

Economists say the money is used to buy mainly gold, jewellery, 
.property and smuggled goods, including video casette recorders and 
cassettes and a wide range of consumer products. 

They said the government, which is due to present its 1985/86 
budget next month, was expected to announce tough measures to 
curb “black'’ money. 

Mr. Gandhi, who returned to power after a landslide win in nat- 
ional parliamentary polls last December, has promised to provide a ’ 
clean administration and cut bureaucratic delays. 


Peanuts 


THIS IS MY RETORT' 
^ ON SLEEP 



SLEEP IS 50 YOU 
WON'T LIE AWAKE 
AU. NIGHT WORRYING 
ABOUT TOMORROW... 


TO BE BEAUTIFUL, YOU 
5H0UU7 GOTO BEP 
EARLY, ANP NOT STAY UP 
ALL NIGHT WATCHING 
7UMB PROGRAMS 




Mutt c n’ Jeff 



-I WAS 
TALKING 
TO MY 

LAWYER 
AND HE 
CONVINCED 
ME I'M 
NCTSUILTY' 


I HEREBY SENTENCE V&U 
TO NINETY DAYS AND 
£lOO FINE/— HAVE YOU 
ANYTHIN© TO SAY? 



YEH'BOYVfcXJftE \| 
PRETTY LIBERAL 
WITH ANOTHER 
MAN’S TIME 
AND MONEY 
AlNTCHOO?i^| 










Andy Capp 



(non SHE JUST 
!>SnS THERE 
THINKING ABOUT 
HOW MUCH I - 




LONDON (R) — Equities closed firm on institutional demand 
after a cautiously traded session with movements in sterling rem- 
aining the centre of attention, dealers said. 

The FTSE 100 index at 1530 GMT was up 7.8 al 1280.9. 

BOC finned 14p to 306 after reporting first quarter results 
slightly above market expectations while ICI gained 5p to 864, 
Plessey added 6p to 166 and GEC rose 6p to 196. 

Government bonds halved initial half point gains as the dollar 
resumed its upward trend while gold shares remained firm with 
the steady bullion price. North Americans were mixed. 

The 11 per cent exchequer loan stock 1990 was und- 
ersubscribed at Wednesday's tender which was relatively exp- 
ensive at the minimum offered price of £97.50 per cent, dealers 
said. 

STC declined 8p to ] 92, having dropped 34p Tuesday on its five 
for one rights issue while Foster Brothers jumped 52p to 190 
following a £93.7 million bid from Ward White which eased 7p to 
217. Booker McConnell returned to 253 after dipping to 250. 
Dee Corp, which eased 2p to 208, had until Wednesday to decide 
whether to renew its bid for Booker. 

Banks showed mixed movements of around 2p and insurances 
were steady around overnight levels, while oils firmed. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.0880/90 

U.S. dollars 

1.3402/05 

Canadian dollars 

3.2885/2900 

West German marks 

3.7235/45 

Dutch guilders 

2.8005/20 

Swiss francs 

65.95/99 

Belgian francs 

10.0400/75 

French francs 

2022.0/3.5 

Italian lire 

262.65/80 

'Japanese yen 

93000/3100 

Swedish crowns 

9.4400/4500 

Norwegian crowns 

11.7550/7650 

Danish crowns 

301 30/302.00 

U.S. dollars 



FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, FEB. 14, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A daytime to continue 
with the changes and new beginnings that were com- 
menced yesterday. Later, you must know all your facts 
and figures since a contusing condition arises. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) The morning is fine for 
garnering data you need and also to meet with those of 
great experience in the field which most interests you. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Make a new plan 
whereby you can han d l e responsibilities mare easily in 
the days ahead. Study your obligations. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A fascinating individual 
will join forces with you in some new venture, so get all 
the facts ahd figures connected with it. . 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Study your 
regular work more carefully since it is possible to gain 
greater benefits from it at this time. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) A little change in routines 
will impress your mate with your added devotion now, 
even if things don’t seem quite right. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Find out what kin want 
of you and try to please them, even though their ideas 
are different to your own. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22} A good day for visiting 
business pals and personal friends during your spare 
time and getting good results. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21} Elevate your con- 
sciousness so that you gain large amounts of money in- 
stead of small ones. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get personal 
aims dear in your mind -and then you know how to gain 
them in a positive manner. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Be with one who 
has made success in life and get good ideas so that you 
can do likewise, 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Gain the favor of 
those who can back you in gaining personal' aims in the 
morning. Then later be with good friends. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Give more thought to 
any civic weak you want to do or career affairs and you 
can get better results now and in the future. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she wifi 
seem to be immersed with ideas and philosophies quite 
differently to those in own environment, so give added 
studies in school that can add to this interest, since your 
progeny's mind will literally roam the universe. There 
is much travel in this chart. 

FORE€)A£T.FOR FRIDAY, FEB. 15, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Except for the early 
hours of the morning, today and tonight is certainly no 
time to engage in any risks or chances or to get involved 
in any sort of confrontation with any other person. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Do nothing in the out- 
side world that can reflect on your good reputation. This 
is not a good day to see a bigwig for any favors. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Although you are all 
fired up to get into new ventures, this is not the right 
day for such and you could get into much trouble. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Pay your bills and don’t 
get into any important business matters today or you 
could lose your shirt 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Much care 
in motion must be exercised today so that you do not 
cause damage or get into an unfortunate accident 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You are hell-bent on having 
a good time, but this could cost you a pretty penny now 
in several ways. Stay on the job and make money. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Your mate may be irate 
so walk away or soothe ruffled feelings inatoad of 
responding in kind. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) If ypu resent some situa- 
tion at home, don’t los^your temper but put up with 
it for the time being. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Take care you do not 
annoy associates since you are determined to get thing* 
going as you wish them to be. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21} Take care you 
do not act hastily and use good judgment in the handl- 
ing of important business matters. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You are just in the 
mood for scrapping at every turn today, so calm down 
and be poised otherwise you can get into big trouble. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Don’t do anything 
drastic because you think that your business affairs are 
not going right. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A day to do whatever 
will gain you the personal goals that are dear to your 
heart, so forget your friends awhile. 
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Kim hails opposition successes, 
urges talks on Korean democracy 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAYJflRIDAY FEBRUARY 


SEOUL (R) — After major opposition successes in 
national elections, leading dissident Kim Dae-Jung 
called on the South Korean goYerament Wednesday 
to start talks on a full restoration of democracy and 
warned of social unrest if it did not. 


“The day of ihe rubber stamp 
opposition is gone,” Mr. Kim dec- 
lared. 

The Democratic Justice Party 
(DJP) of President Chun Doo 
Hwan won Tuesday's elections 
handily but a new party backed by 
Mr. Kim swept the major cities 
and the DJP s National Assembly 
strength was cut by three seats. 

Official results from the cou- 
ntry's 92 constituencies, each of 
which returned two candidates, 
gave the DJP 87 seats, and Mr. 
Kim’s New Korean Demoratk 
Party (NKDP) 50. 

Under a controversial indirect 
system distributing additional 
seats.the DJP will have 148 mem- 
bers in the 276-seat assembly and 
the NKDP will be the second str- 
ongest party with 67. 

Mr. Kim told reporters at his 
home, where he has been confined 
since returning from exile in the 
United States last Friday, that he 


was surprised at the scale of the 
NKDP success. 

“Even though I believed the 
NKDP might gain a strong base, I 
didn't expect such an enormous 
victory," said Mr. Kim, who is not 
officially a member of the party as 
he is banned from politics. 

He renewed his call on Mr. 
Chun to opea a dialogue about full 
democracy with himself and two 
other top opposition figures ban- 
ned from .political activities. 

Referring to the government, 
he said “ I hope they can learn the 
lesson from this election. If they 
don't they will pay the price. 
There will be no more stability, 
there will be more demonstrations 
by students and labourers.” 

Mr. Kim said any protests sho- 
uld be peaceful, “But how can we 
guarantee ther£ will be no social 
disturbances?” 

He reiterated that he was pre- 


pared to cooperate with Mr. 
Chun, a former general who has 
promised to step down in 1988, 
and was ready to promote mod- 
eration and non-violence. 

Mr. Kim returned from exile to 
a stormy airport reception during’ 
which he alleged he was kicked, 
and punched by security guards. 

He said the election results 
made him feel safer since “nobody 
can now deny that our people sup- 
.port me." 

fbe rise of the NKDP ended the 
role of the Democratic Korean 
Party (DKP) as the leading opp- 
osition party. The DKP slumped 
from its 1981 election total of 81 
seats to only 35. 

Mr. Kim said be was confident 
that other opposition leaders 
would back his aim of uniting 
them all into a single party as soon 
as he arid other banned leaders 
were free to operate again. 

He' said be hoped the gov- 
ernment would ease the res- 
trictions on him in the next few 
days, but administration officials 
have given no indication so far 
that the ban would be lifted in the' 
near future. 


Tanaka mends rift in political faction 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s political 
kingmaker Kakuei Tanaka and his 
followers Wednesday healed a ser- 
ious rift within his faction of the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party, 
the party's most influential group. 

Former Prime Minister Tan- 
aka's grip on his 119 par- 
liamentary supporters wavered 
last week when Finance Minister 
Noboru Takeshita suggested for- 
ming a study group of 40 within 
the group. 

Political sources, who saw the 
move as a prelude to Mr. Tak- 
eshita forming a breakaway 


group, said it was important bec- 
ause Mr. Tanaka’s faction was a 
foundation of Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Naksone’s adm- 
inistration. 

Mr. Tanaka faction sources said 
Mr. Tanaka agreed to the setting 
up of the study group provided it 
did not become a focus of power. 

Political analysts said Mr. Tak- 
eshita mustered his- supporters in 
frustration at Mr. Tanaka’s refusal 
to name a candidate to stand in the 
event of a party presidential ele- 
ction. 

The presidency carries with it 


post of prime minister, but Mr. 
Tanaka’s name cannot be put for- 
ward because he has officially quit 
the party. 

Mr. Tanaka was convicted in 
October 1983 of taking a $2 mil- 
lion bribe from the U.S. Lockheed- 
Aircraft Corporation. His appeal 
is pending. 

Dubbed Japan’s shadow Sho- 
gun, Mr. Tanaka still uses wid- 
espread patronage to maintain his 
political power as bead of the (ac- 
tion, but the political sources said 
the heal in the rift with Mr. Tak- 
eshita might be only temporary. 


More poisoned candies found in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's cyanide 
candy extortion gang planted 
more poisoned sweets on sup- 
ermarket shelves on the eve of 
Valentine’s Day when women 
here like to send candy to men in a 
secret expression of love. 

Nine sweets carrying thr- 
eatening messages were found in 
Tokyo and the central Japan city 
of Nagoya and police said Wed- 
nesday five were laced with cya- 
*nide. 

At least one dose was pot- 
entially lethal, they added. 

The gang has evaded police for 
nearly a year and sends taunting 
notes to the media and food com- 
panies signed “the man with 21 
faces.” 1 

. one letter in December dem- 


anded 100 million yen ($380,000) two new targets for the gang, Meiji 


{from a food firm and said "St 
Valentine will be waiting.” 

The Osaka office of the Mai- 
nichi Shhnbun newspaper Wed- 
nesday received the gang’s latest 
letter which described the Feb. 14 
ritual of women sending sweets as 
a ridiculous new custom. 

Addressed to confectionary 
firms it said: “You don't care 
about causing tooth decay and 
diabetes: You only care if sweets 
sell well.” 

Candy sales in the first two 


Seika Kaisha, the nation's biggest 
maker, and the -Lotte Company. 

Meiji Seika' s shares fell on the 
Tokyo Stock Market, followed by 
some other sweet makers. ....... , 

Last March the gang kidnapped 
the president of one sweet com- 
pany, Ezaki Glico, while he was 
naked in his bathroom. 

It demanded a ransom of one 
billion yen (S3. 8 million) but the 
president escaped. 

In mid-January after a self-' 
proclaimed new year holiday, the 


weeks of February usually amount .gang said in one of its letters: 


to about 10 per cent of the ind- 
ustry’s annual sales. 

The sweets found Wednesday 


“This year we intend to collect 1 .3 
billion yen ($4.9 million). 

The gang is not known to have 


were made by five firms including received any payments so far. 


Uruguayans celebrate end of military rule 


MONTEVIDEO (R) — Tho- 
usands of cheering Uruguayans 
took to the streets to celebrate the 
end of 1 1 years of military rule, 
ignoring a warning by the armed 
forces that they , might step in' 
again. 

Demonstrators banged pots and 
pans and set off fireworks at a rally 
in central Montevideo after the 
Council of State, the military gov- 
ernment's legislative body, acc- 
epted .the resignations of Pre- 
sident Gregorio Alvarez -and his 
ministers. 

There was no immediate rea- 
ction to the statement by army 
chief Gen. Hugo Medina that the 
military would seize power again, 
as it did in 1973, if the country 
slipped into chaos. 

The council of state named Sup- 


reme Court Head Rafael Adieggo 
as interim president until centre- 
right President-Elect Julio San- 
guine tti. who won elections last 1 
Nov. 25, takes office on March 1. 
Parliament is due to convene on 
Friday. 

The military government's for- 
mal resignation was tendered 
amid strict security, with a cordon 
of riot police and mounted troops 
thrown around parliament and the 
presidential palace. 

Minutes after the ceremony, 
Gen. Medina told a news con- 
ference the military was not thi- 
nking about a new coup and did 
not wish to stage one. 

“But if we are forced and the 
same causes arise as in 1973, we 
will not hesitate to do so,” he said. 


On that occasion, the armed 


forces shattered Uruguay’s de’m- l charges Tuesday. 


ocracic traditions when they ste- 
pped in after crushing the leftist 
Tupamaro Guerrillas, saying the 
country was in economic and pol- 
itical chaos. 

Gen. Medina criticised dem- 
ands by Mr. Sanguinettfs opp- 
onents for a broad amnesty for 
Uruguay’s estimated 300 rem- 
aining political prisoners and for 
an investigation into human rights 
violations by the military. 


Mr. Coates. 56, did not deny 
being in the club, only the all- 
egation that his presence may 
have posed a security risk. 

“An article published Wed- 
nesday in an Ottawa paper con- 
tains many inaccuracies and those 
inaccuracies are wrong and lib- 
ellous to even suggest a breach of 
security,” he said. 

“I also recognise the fun- 
damental importance qf my por- 
tfolio, one which is as sensitive as 
any in government." 


Thatcher demands apology 
from opposition leader 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
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TWO TRUMPS TOO MANY • 


Neither vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
4KJS4 
1086 
0 85 
♦ A876 

WEST EAST 

4A86 432 

rKJ932 tfVoid 

v 2 6KQJ109743 

4QJ95 41043 

SOUTH 
4 Q 1097 
TAQ754 
0 A6 
+ K2 

The bidding: 

West North East South 

Pass Pass 4 0 17 

Dble Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of 0. 

Things had been going so badly 
that Trump Coup Tommy had 
stayed away from the club for 
months. Readers will remember 
that Trump Coup Tommy played 
like a duffer except in one ’cir- 
cumstance - when trumps were 
breaking badly. Then he became the 
.Superman of the .Green Baize.- 
bringing home seemingly impossi- 
ble contracts with ease. 

Tommy had hardly sat down at 
the table after his long absence 

when this hand was dealt. Ease 


preempted in third seat, but it 
takes more than a preempt to 
silence Tommy. He weighed in with 
four hearts, and West's double was 
■deafening. North was resigned to 
another 1.100 penalty, but he 
reckoned without Tommy’s peculiar 
talents. 

Warned by the double that 
trumps were stacked on his left. 
Tommy played the hand in master- 
ful fashion. He won the ace of 
diamonds and led the 10 of spades. 
West held off with the ace. and 
Tommy promptly shifted his atten- 
tion to clubs. 

He cashed the king and ace of 
dubs and rufTed a club in hand. Now 
be led another spade. West could do 
no better than win the ace and get 
out with a spade. Tommy won on 
the board, ruffed another dub. Lhen 
exited with a spade. 

Down to nothing but tramps, 
poor West was forced to ruff and 
exit with a trump. The low trump 
was won on the table, and now 
Tammy conceded His diamond loser. 
West was forced to ruff hS 
partner's winner and lead away 
from the king of trumps into 
Tommy's ace-queen tenace. So 
Tommy ended up scoring three 
trump tricks and two ruffs, two' 
spades, two clubs and a diamond for 
a total of 10 tricks! 


LONDON (R) — Relations bet- 
ween Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and opposition leader 
Neil K innock have fallen to an- 
al 1-time low after a bitter exc- 
hange in parliament over whether 
she told the truth about the trial of 
a top defence aide. 

In an unprecedented con- 
frontation between the two party 
leaders Tuesday, Mr. Kinnock 
refused to believe Mrs. Thatcher’s 
denials that she ordered the pro- 
secution of Give Ponting, acq- 
uitted on Monday of leaking sec- 
rets about tbe 1982 Falklands 
War. 

He suggested she ordered the 
prosecution for political reasons in 
the absence of any breach of nat- 
ional security. 

"Frankly I have to say that I do 
not believe tbe right honourable 
lady,” he shouted across par- 
liament. 

Mrs. Thatcher, clearly incensed, 
wrote a letter demanding be wit- ■ 
hdraw bis allegations and apo- 
logise, but tbe Labour Party lea- 
do* refused to recant. 

"It is dear from your letter that 
you maintain your position. So do 
I,” he replied in writing. 

Mrs. Thatcher later fired off a 
letter to Mx. Kinnock demanding 
an immediate apology. 

The Prime Minister said his sta- 
tement that be did not believe her 
"is as serious a charge as could be 
made.” 


“Your charge is utterly untrue,” 
Mrs. Thatcher wrote. “If you can- 
not substantiate it — and you can- 
not — I must demand you wit- 
hdraw it and apologise unr- 
eservedly and immediately.” 

Mrs. Thatcher’s angry letter fol- 
lowed a tense exchange in the 
House of Commons. Amid uproar 
she four times assured par- 
liamentarians she had not been 
involved in tbe prosecution of Mr. 
Footing, a senior Defence Min- 
istry official. Four times, Mr. Kin- 
nock refused her request to accept 
her word. 

Mr. Ponting leaked documents 
showing an Argentine warship 
was torpedoed by a British sub- 
marine as it headed back for Arg- 
entina, apparently submarine as it 
headed back for i^gentina. app- 
arently contradicting ministerial 
statements that it was threatening 
British ships. 

He was prosecuted for leaking 
sensitive material to an una- 
uthorised person— in this case an 
opposition politician — in what 
was seen as a trial of what con- 
stituted the national interest. 

His acquittal has turned it into 
an attack on Mrs. Thatcher’s hon- 
our and the government's cre- 
dibility. 

It climaxes more than two years 
of public questioning of the gov- 
ernment’s handling of the affair of 
the warship, the Beigrano. which 
sank* with the loss of 368 lives. 


10,000 more civilians 
flee from Kampuchea 


Mr. Kim' told Reuters by tel- 
ephone: "This election dearly ref- 
lects the aspirations of our people 
for democracy." 

Mr. Kim, who bad described the 
elections as mere window dressing 
Tuesday, was clearly enthused by 
the performance of the new opp- 
osition party. 

Analysts said they expected tbe 
final DJP total to be 149. 

The NKDP and other parties 
also receive a number of indirect 
seats so that the NKDP could end 
up with about 67 seats in the ass- 
embly. 

Another leading dissident, Kim 
Young-Sam, said in a statement: 

“With this turning point, the 
administration should now be 
repentant and take steps towards 
democratisation that could be cle- 
arly understood by the people.” 

- Both Kims and other dissidents 
have called for a free press, the 
lifting of political bans on the- 
mselves and 13 other politicians, 
and a new constitution under 
which presidential elections will 
be by direct vote of the people 
rather than by an electoral college. 


Canadian 

defence 

minister 

resigns 

OTTAWA (R) — The Canadian 
government has been- jolted by the 
abrupt resignation of Defence 
Minister Robert Coates amid all- 
egations he visited a West German 
nightclub featuring nude dancers 
and pornographic films . 

Mr. Coates resigned Tuesday, 
shortly after the Ottawa Citizen 
published a story alleging Can- 
adian security rules may have 
been breached by his visit to the 
club last November. 

Prime Minister Brian Mujroney 
accepted the resignation after ass- 
uring tbe House of Commons he 
had looked Into tbe matter and 
determined there had been no 
threat to- national security int- 
erests. 

The incident, according to the 
newspaper report occurred dur- 
ing a four-country NATO trip by 
the minister and his aides. 

The report said Mr. Coates 
spent about two hours drinking 
and chatting with a stripper while 
two aides disappeared with two 
women to another part of a club 
identified as Tiffany’s, in Lahr, 
West Germany. 

In bis brief resignation sta- 
tement Mr. Coates told the hus- 
hed parliament he was innocent of 
allegations that Canadian security 
was breached and that he has 
begun legal action against tbe 
newspaper, which published the 


ARANYAPRATHET, Thailand 
(R) — Another 10,000 Kam- 
puchean civilians have moved 
across the Thai border as Vie- 
tnamese forces launch attacks on 
Khmer Rouge strongholds in 
Western Kampuchea. Thai mil- 
itary sources said Wednesday. 

They said the people began ent- 
ering Thailand Tuesday night 
from Phnom Malai, a 400 square 
kilometres mountainous area of 
camps and bases for about 10,000 
guerrillas. 

About 6,500 Thai villagers 
from the border area bad also 
been evacuated to safer locations 
while Thai forces went on full 
alert, the sources said. 

They said the Vietnamese sbe- 
-Ued Phnom Malai mountain with 
about 20 artillery pieces but failed 
tatOslodge the guerrillas. 

' Thai mflitaiy officials said about 
1 8,000 Vietnamese troops backed 
by tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers were advancing on gue- 
rrilla hideouts in the rugged j ungle 
area. 


The sources said Vietnamese 
ground troops began a northward 
advance against Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas Tuesday night after an 
intense- artillery barrage which 
forced '‘more than 30,000 Kam-. 
pucheans to flee into Thailand. 

Vietnamese artillery opened 
fire on hundreds of guerrillas ey- 
ing to seize two Vietnamese tanks 
three kilometres from the Thai vil- 
lage of Khlong Nam Sai south of 
Axanyapratbet, the sources said. 
Casualties were not immediately 
known. ^ 

Radio Hanoi, monitored m 
Bangkok, said about 300 Kam- 
puchean guerrillas were killed m 
attacks against several bases along 
the Thai-Kampuchean border 
from Feb. 1 to 7. 

The Khmer Rouge is the dom- 
inant force in tbe U.N.-recognised 
Coalition Government of Dem- 
ocratic Kampuchea headed by 
Prince Norodom Si.hanouk which 
is fighting to drive the Vietnamese 
014 of Kampuchea. 


Greek premier stirs 
growing anger in NATO 


BRUSSELS (R) — A tide of 
anger is growing within NATO at 
Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou but officials admit 
they are at a loss to know how to 
deal with the outspoken Socialist 
leader. 

Mr. Papandreou declared in 
Moscow this week that Greece 
and the Soviet Union held “cor- 
responding views” on many issues 
and used a Kremlin banquet to 
attack fellow NATO member 
Turkey, which he says is the main 
threat to Greek security. 

Since taking office in 1981 
promising eventual withdrawal 
from the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation, be has described tbe 
United States as tbe “metropolis 
of imperialism”, denounced 
NATO nuclear policy and vowed 
to close American bases and rem- 
ove U.S. nuclear weapons from 
Greece. 

Mr. Papandrcou's Pasok Soc- 
ialist government has boycotted 
NATO exercises and frequently 
disrupted alliance business by rai- 
sing disputes with T iirkey over the 
Aegean Sea and Cyprus. 

"I don't think people at this 
stage feel tbe time has come to 
throw the Greeks out of the all- 
iance but Papandreou is certainly 
losing more and more friends,” a 


NATO official said. 

“Up to now the NATO nations 
have shown remarkable restraint, 
but if the level of irresponsibility 
grows, people’s patience is going 
to reach a limit,” he said. 

NATO analysts fear Mr. Pap- 
andreou' 5 anti-Western rhetoric 
will increase in the campaign for 
next October’s general election. 

“If Papandreou thinks he can 
win extra votes by hitting at 
NATO he’ll do it.” a Brussels- 
based Pasok official said. 

NATO officials say they have 
tended to assume the Greek lea- 
der’s outbursts were meant for 
domestic consumption and that 
Athens remained a loyal, if often 
difficult, ally. 

They did not wish to push Gre- 
ece into a closer relationship with 
Moscow by over-reacting to Mr. 
Papandreou’ s behaviour. 

“Things are bad on NATO’s 
southern flank now, but can you 
imagine how much worse they 
would be if those were Soviet 
bases instead of American bases in 
GrccccT ’ -one official said. 

But many NATOaides are con- 
cerned at the long-term effects of 
Mr. Papandrcou’s anti-NATO tilt 
and at blossoming Greek-Soviet 
cooperation. 
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Prostitutes hold international convention 

- . ’ • ; ■ . 

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) — An international con- 
vention of prostitutes opened here Wednesday, aaned at ess* 
ab fishing a worldwide organisation to promote then civil rights, 
The convention plans to issue a "world charter for prostitutes’ 
rights,” according to Margo St. James of San Francbco. an adm- 
itted ex-prostitute who beads Coyote, a Caltforoia-based adv*. 
ocacy group for prostitutes. Ms. St. James, one of the organisers, _ 

characterised the convention as an alliance of " the jprostitutes and 

the women’s movement here in Holland.” “If a woman works as a 
prostitute, she deserves working rights like any other worker, and 
she deserves the protection accorded to any other Citizen, said 
another of the organisers, social psychologist Gail Phetenon of 
the University of Utrecht. Scheduled to attend the co nventi on are. 
more than a hundred prostitutes, ex -prostitutes and prostitutes’ 
right advocates from Belgium, Denmark, West Germany, Swe- 
den, Britain, France, Switzerland, Canada and tbe Netherlands, 
as well as advocates representing Thai, Vietnamese and Sin- 
gaporean prostitutes in Western Europe. The convention comes 
at a time when a law abolishing the ban on brothels $ to be 
submitted to the Dutch parliament, and is expected to pass. 

Row erupts over restoration of theatre 

ATHENS (R) — A row has erupted over plans to restore the 
2 ,5 00 -year-old Theatre of Dionysus, the birthplace of drama. 
More than 1 00 Greek classical scholars have protested over plans 
by the Ministry of Culture to restore the theatre, where the works 
of Sophocles and Aeschylus were first performed, for modern 
productions of ancient works. They say the site, at the foot of the 
Acropolis in Athens, is a complex of remains from successive 
periods and say none can be restored without destroying the 
others. A senior official at the Ministry of Culture has said that no 
final decision had been taken to re-use the theatre. Tbe Theatre of 
Dionysus once seated up to 17,000 people for the annual theatre 
festival of ancient Athens and some 25 of its 64 tiers of seats are 
still intact. The H erodes Atticus Theatre built in 160 A.D.. which 
stands beside the Diodysus site, has already been heavily restored, 
and it hosts summer performances by theatre companies, orc- 
hestras and dance troupes. 

Japan to enforce new sex industry law 

TOKYO (R) — More than 1.000 policemen were mobilised to 
enforce Japan's new sex industry law which took effect from 
Tuesday night, a police spokesman said. The new law requires 
massage parlours, peep shows, strip theatres and porno shops to 
shut at midnight. Tbe police were paying special attention to 
Kabuki-Cho, Tokyo’s most notorious sex-for-sale district as well 
as other well-known night spots, the spokesman said. The law was 
passed last year at the urging of residents who want to clean up 
their neighbourhoods and police who link Japan's booming sex 
businesses with a rise in juvenile crime. The law also restricts 
certain types of new sex business to specific zones, allows police 
more freedom to check for violations and limits entry by minors. 

Film director Henry Hathaway dies 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Henry Hathaway, who directed more 
than 60 films, including the Desert Fox and the Lives of a Bengal 
Lancet, has died at the age of 86, a hospital spokesman has said. 
Hathaway, a child actor who began his career as a director in 1 932 
by making tow budget Westerns starring Randolph Scott, had 
been undergoing treatment in a loss Angeles hospital after suf- 
fering a heart attack two weeks ago. He directed True Grit, the 
1969 film that won an Oscar for its star, John Wayne. He also 
directed Wayne in Sons of Katie. Elder and North To Alaska. 
Hathaway is survived by his wife of 53 years, Blanche, and a son. 
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Lut Veak’i Cryptograms 

1. Why bit the* you sever have mack time to do it right tho first t&e, y«C 
jrw will always Sad time enough to do it over? 

2 Dumb burglar stole only trig window*; be (Imply teak greet path la hk 
work. 

3- Hiker seeded T oot h s tb after taking ragged beat- op feetpath. 

4. Cate maid on (arm made custard pie far proud ceateBaa. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1 . CRAMP BLUAS TBLKRNKS. BJOLBJ ZKIIT 
LRFC, THLKFT TUOFSKS, RFS AK MFKA ZHII 
ZRHIKP JBS BUNK JUNK. -By Frances Mann 

*■ yahaklkf BRBCDHBF MAIAHBl plshec 
ULTK II A K YSN TANG CRISPYGUD 1 UKSBC 
MYSMBttH. -ByEt Ufod&M 

3. DFCIQOABT UYNA PZES PR OYPAE DPEOBPM 
FB FOB MZNAT, YES Z TQ II FT A HA’MH UYNA 
OP MAYBE. OF DFIA HZOU OU AC.-ByCimHeltaaaaW* 

4. ABCUBTOP F ¥ TO ITMO DAY OTDAAHF UCAI 

SCPDDN CYSTOMN. - By EJ». Grove, 
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